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MARRIAGE. 

At Yokohama, February 6th, 1874, at the residence of 
Captain C. J. McDougal, U.S,N., by the Rev. E. W. Syle, 
in the presence of Geo. N. Mitchell, U. 8. Consul, Captain 
CHarRLEs 8. Coy jo ELLEN Eyre, daughter of Manuel 
Eyre, Esq., of Philadelphia. 

DEATH. 

At Hakodadi, Ist February, suddenly, of Apoplexy, M. 

SARTOEF, a native of Russia. 





Notes of the Week. 





THERE seems again to be a good deal of uneasiness in the 
capital, and the recent news from Hizen has increased this. 
The discussion on Soyrjima’s memorial continues active, but 
it is wholly impossible for any foreigner to infer with the 
least degree of certainty in which direction the greater weight 
of opinion lies. 

Elsewhere in our columns will be found the translation of 
an article taken from a newspaper which is, if not a Govern- 
ment organ, the organ of a high member of the Government, 
and, so far as anything of the opinion of the Cabinet can be 
inferred from it, we shoufd say that it is somewhat apologetic 
on behalf of the Memorialists, and exhibits a disposition to 
disregard differences of opinion, even on important questions, 
and to condone errors of action which may charitably be pre- 
sumed to have originated in patriotic feeling, in order to 
encourage union among the leading men of the empire. 

One thing, however, is certain at this moment in the midst 
of all this uncertainty, viz: that there is much grave discon- 
tent among the samurai. We strongly suspect that this has 
its origin in the terms of the new scheme for the extinction 
of the hereditary incomes or the life pensions of this class: 
That this measure is one of vast political and financial im- 
portance to the empire is obvious, and the borrowing of the 
money with which it is partly to be carried out was a very 
legitimate operation. But all the success of it must depend 
upon the justice of its terms, and while it is extremely dif. 
ficult for a foreigner to pronounce what they should be, he 
may safely say that they should satisfy the sense of justice in 
the class affected by the measure, which is defective in as far 
as it fails to produce this result. In the peculiar condition of 
this empire at present it is of vital importance that all classes 
should feel that their interests, and, above all, their rights, 
are wisely and carefully guarded, and that any new measures 
are based, not upon any novel and specious theory, but 
upon truth and justice and an honourable sense of sacred ob- 
ligations. This will weld society into a firm and solid mass, 
attract and attach the people to their new institutions, and 
reconcile them to changes which must necessarily disturb 
both their minds and their feelings. As we recently showed, 
the legislation of the reformers in regard to the land has not 
been as successful as it might have been had more considera- 
tion been shewn for traditional feelings, and even prejudices, 
Which may not be ignored in such legislation, and especially 
insuch times. This has undoubtedly alienated the farmers 
and peasantry to some extent, although we are disposed to 
think that the removal of the restrictions on the export of 
grain should ultimately more than compensate them for their 
Rrievance. But, unfortunately, the fruits of this important 


measure will be gathered but very siowly and gralvaily, and 
Will not be recognised as the pay ees legisla:ion by the | the subject. 
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class which it benefits and should conciliate, were it only suf- 
ficiently intelligent to perceive the relations existing between 
the measure and the prosperity to which it will conduce. And 
if, in addition to discontent among the agricultural classes, 
we find similar discontent among the samurai, produced by 
actual legislative action on the part of the Government, where 
are we to look for elements of strength and a centre of 
cohesion ? It is somewhat to be feared that the class of men 
now administering the government is not sufficiently active 
in its sympathies with the two classes iu question. They 
have their salaries, and some of them have, certainly, have had, 
advantages from their positions which are not the legitimate 
accompariments of official life. All this causes uneasiness to 
a spectator and a well-wisher. If the members of the Gov- 
ernment become personally unpopular on account of their 
growing wealth, acquired while in office, and the Government 
itself becomes unpopular on account of its measures, trouble 
must come of it. 
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WE have the best authority for stating that the charges 
made in an editorial article which appeared in the Japan 
Herald of the 2nd instant against a high officer of the Gov- 
ernment recently engaged in a financial mission in England, 
are without the slightest foundation, though it is manifest 
that this denial will be of little force without the full retracta- 
tion of the charges in the Journal which published them. 

Since the above paragraph was written, the Herald has ad- 
mitted that the rumours alluded to were without foundation, 
in a manner, however, quite as bad as the offending matter. 





News arrived on the 4th by telegraph of a rising in Hizen 
among the samura’, which is supposed to be connected with the 
refusal of the Government to go to war with Corea. The 
Hizen clan is now divided mto parties, one of which supports 
Soyejima and Eté, the other Okuma and Oki. Orders have 
been issued to the War Department to mobilize the troops of 
the Kiushiu military divisions. 





a 
Tue Japanese Government has tendered payment to Eng- 
land, France and Holland of an instalment to each of 
$125,000 of the Shimonoseki indemnity money. No payment 
has as yet been made to America. 





Tue Annual Meeting of the Chamber of Commerce was 
held on Thursday last, when the yearly Report was read 
which will be found elsewhere. We must reserve until next 
week any comments it suggests, but meantime we must take 
the opportunity of remarking that the unpunctuality of some 
members in attending the meeting, and the absence of interest 
in the proceedings of the Chamber shewn in the non-attend- 
ance of others, are neither courteous to the Chairman and Com- 
mittee, nor indicative of a sufficient sense of the value of the 
Chamber as a corporate body. At this moment tradc is in an 
absolutely deplorable condition, the revision of the treaties is 
at hand, the Chamber holds a meeting to present its Annual 
Report, and a combination of circumstances so creative of 
interest only brings together a quorum just large enough to 
enable the meeting to be held. Surely this is very strange. 





Wuen writing last week on tl:e introduction of the yen into 
the currency of Hongkong, .we had only before us a resumé 
of :he viscuss on of tue Hongkong Cuamber of Commerce on 

A verbatim report has, howeyer, since been 
Ofiginal from 
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published in one of the daily papers, and though it offers 
two or three points which we might have touched upon with 
some advantage had it been before us earlier, we must now 
content ourselves with the following illustration from it of 
the truth of the moral we pointed for the guidance of this 
Government. 

‘Mr. Greig said he was in favour of acknowledging the trade dollar, 
but opposed the introduction of the yen. Taking into consideration 
the peculiar circumstances attending the rapid civilization of the Ja- 
panese, he could see no reason to believe that they could depend on main- 
taining the purity of the coinage. So long as foreigners conducted their 
mints it might be all very well. But the well-known desire they had 
for putting their own names over everything would very probably re- 
sult in their very shortly dismissing their foreign employés, and then it 
would be very doubtful if any one could guarantee the coinage being 
kept up to the standard.” 

This is excellent evidenco of the distrust of which we 
spoke. But it should also prove an additional incentive to 
the Japanese to dissipate this distrust by giving to all their 
new institutions such solidity and strength us to compel 
foreigners to recognize the reality and thoroughness of their 
efforts. 


=-_ 





A NOTIFICATION has reached us from London that the 
International Congress of Orientalists will be held there this 
year. The following extract from the prospectus gives suf- 
ficient information as to its objects, and the names of the dis- 
tinguished orientalists on the Committee afford an ample gua- 
rantee that the proceedings will be of a solid nature. 


The languages, archwolovy, and the arts and sciences of the 
various Oriental countries will forin the subjects for discussion 

It is proposed that the sittings ehould occupy six evenings ; and 
that the mornings of the same days should be devoted to visiting 
the different national Institutions connected with Oriental 'iterature 
and science. 

The Statutes of the Congress ure in course of preparation, and 
detailed programmes will shortly be issued. 

All communications should be address:d to Robert K. Douglas. 
British Museum, London; and those interested in Oriental studies 
who mny be desirous of joining the Congress, are requested to in- 
form him of their intention as soon as possible. 


The following regulations in regard to intending Japanese 
members sre published for their guidance. 


Any Japanese gentlemen wishing to be members, may become so, 
by sending their names to the Secretary, with the eubscription of 
10s. 6d. and they will be entitled to a copy of the proceedings, even 
although they do not attend. ‘Tho meetings will extend over a week. 
and the Committee aro anxious that Japan should do its best to 
muke & good appearance at tho Cungress. 
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Mr. Lowder cannot be congratulated upon those appear- 
auces in public which he seems constantly impelled by his 
evil genius to make. He has produced during tho week a 
smali reprint of a translation of the “ Legacy of Iyeyas,’’ 
made, as his preface informs us, in the year 1865, and publish- 
ed in the columns of the Japan Times in 1867. This preface, 
which is certainly the worst piece of English composition it 
was ever our misfortune to read, gives a short account of the 
author of “ The Legacy,” and concludes with a very silly re- 
flection on his rule and its effects. The translation seems to 
have been made with care, but there are only two notes to it, 
one initialled with ludicrous vanity J. F. L., as if it were of 
some value, and the other expressing a probability which 
ought to have been verified. The work might have had some 
value had the text been annotated by one of sufficient crudi- 
tion to undertake the task; but in its present form it is use- 
ful only as adding a fresh illustration of Mr. Lowder’s curious 
insensibility to the dangers which beset any man whose de- 
sire to appear before the public is in inverse ratio to his .qua- 
lifications for doing so with credit to himself or advantage to 
others. 





Tue following excellent story is from a paper entitled “ In- 
ternational Vanities” in December's Blackwood. 


“An illustrious Portuguese held a conversation in these 
times (Philip ITI.) with a blue-blooded Castilian. 
began by speaking to the Spaniard as Your Excellency; the 


latter replied Your Courtesy. Then the Portuguese, im- 
agiomg that his first phrase was incorrect, politely said Your | 

oweasy; towhich the other immediately answered Your : 
Excellency. Thereupon the Lusitanian, vexed and puzzled | 
asked the Iberian for/an explanation, and was told (it appears | 
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they were speaking French), ‘ Tous les titres me sont é6gaux, 
pourvu qu’il n’y ait rien d’égal entre vous et moi’.” 


(No one can fully appreciate the merit of this story until he 
has undergone the agony of being called “a contemporary ”’ 
by any paper published in Yokohama.) 





THE following advertisement which appears in several of 
the English papers deserves every publicity. The prizes are, 
it is understood, offered by Mr. Pease, the eminent Quaker 
philanthropist and M. P. for Darlington. 


PIUM.—£200 AND £100.—The above sums are offered 
for the best and second best Essays on 


“ BRITISH OPIUM POLICY AND ITS RESULTS TO 
INDIA AND CHINA.” 


Sir Charles E. Trevelyan, Sir H. Bartle Frere, and Sir Louis 
Mallet have kindly consented to act as Adjudicators. 

All Essays intended for competition are to be in the hands 
of one of the above-named gentlemen, or of J. W. Pease, Eaq., 
M.P., 18 Princes gardens, Kensington, London, by the 3ist 
May, 1874. 

Each Essay is to be signed ty a motto, or word, and to have 
with it a sealed envelope containing the mame and address of 
the writer. 

The result of the adjudication will be published in the pa- 
pers wherein this advertisement appears. 

All Essays, except those to which the prizes are awarded, 
will be returned to the writers, but use may be made of the 
facts contained in any. 

The Essays will be judged not so much by literary merit as 
by the value of the information conveyed and of the conclu- 
sions arrived at. 





THE Paper Hunt of Saturday afternoon presented a spirited 
race for the Cup offered by A. H. Brunton, Esq. Dr. Buckle 
on Massaki won the honours of the day being closely followed 
by Mr. Abbott who rode Kingcraft. We regret to learn that 
the hunt was not unattended with accident. Mr. Walter 
Brent was thrown from his pony, suffering a dislocation of the 
shoulder and Mr. Sylva, purser of the Golden Age, who was 
a spectator, was also thrown, and falling between his pony’s 
legs was sevorely kicked by the animal. His injuries comprise 
fractured jaws, wounds on the face and the loss of some of 
his teeth. 





THE Gazette has the following intelligence from the capital : 

A Memorial has been presented to the Daijo Daijin Sanjo 
and Udaijin Iwakura by seven of Kazoku (nobles)—viz., 
Yamauchi, Kawahire, Akidzuki, Hiramatszu, Mibu, Gojo, and 
Okimachi—praying that they may build a large Library for 
the nobles, and also form an assembly for discussing public 
questions. 





Tue Empress-MOTHER has removed from the palace at 
Akasaka, where she has resided since she came to Tokei, and 
whither the court removed after the destruction of the Im- 
perial palace by fire. A yashiii at Awoyama has been pre- 
pared specially for Her Majesty, which goes by the name of 
Awoyama Gasho. 





THE acceptance by Kido of the position of Minister of Edu- 
cation, which has been officially announced in the Department 
and throughout the country, gives great satisfaction to the 
Japanese. The Department has been without its regular head - 
ever since Oki became Sangi. Kido is one who is not afraid 
to take tho responsibility when necessity arises, and his well- 
known energy bodes well for the futuro of education through- 
out Japan.— Gazette 





THE apprehension which was occasioned by the long delay 
of the Alaska was allayed by her arrival on Thursday evening 
at six o'clock. Strong head-winds prevailed during her passage, 
and to this cause alone its length is attributable. 





Tur Annual Report of the Chief of the Bureau of Statistics 


The former; for the year ended 30th June, 1873, gives the following re- | 


turn of the trade of United States with this country. 


Imports (specie valtt@s).....ccecceeeeseeees $2,253,374, 
Isxports (mixed values)...ccccseceeseseeeees $7,664,058. 
Foreign do. (specie values) .......08. wee 401,667. 


Feb. 7, 1874.] 
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Some short time since we animadverted in a strong terms 
on the barbarous customs of the Japanese concerning the 
execution of criminals convicted of extra heinous offen- 
ces, by crucifixion and tearing asunder by bullocks, a 
relic of the ancient criminal code of Japan which it 
‘was currently reported was about to be revived in the 
case of a man and woman jointly concerned in murdering 
their brother and husband respectively. It is satisfactory to 
learn that no such executions have as yet taken place, the cul- 
prits still being kept in durance in the Japanese gaol ; 
and it is to be hoped that if the authorities ever did have 
any intention—which there is every reason to believe 
they did—of perpetrating a barbarity which would re- 
sound to their everlasting disgrace throughout the civilized 
world, and be a stumbling-block to the believers in the pro- 
gress of this country in its struggle in the march of civilization, 
they have foregone their original intention, and will now mete 
out to the criminals a punishment more in accordance with the 
spirit of the age. Justice can be vindicated without the aid 
of barbarity—when she becomes an arenger she ceases to de- 
serve the name of Justice.—Hiogo News. 





WE noderstand that his Excellency Sano will shortly leave 
Vienna for Rome, to which Court he is also accredited. Baron 
von Siebold is at present in charge uf the Legation at Rome.— 
L. & C. Express, Dec. 12th 1878. 


THE Edinburgh Presbytery of the United Presbyterian 
Church met in Queen-street-hall for the purpose of ordaining 
Mr. Robert Davidson to the ministry for missionary service 
in Japan.— Ibid. 








THE Privy Council has heard the appeal against the deci- 
sion of the Hongkong Court in the cuse of the collision be- 
tween the P. & O. steamer Geelony and tho sailing vessel 
Glint, and decided against the P. & O. Company with costs.— 
Ibid, Dec. 12th, 1873. 
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Shippers of Silk per M. M. S.S. Nil :— 








Marseilles. London. Total. 

Siber & Brennwald ... ... ... 59 (2 121 
G. Bolmida, 12 25 3% 
Ziegler & Co. ace 8 — 8 
Abegg, Borel & Co. ... 20 —_ 29 
Hecht, Lilienthal & Co. ... 56 — 56 
Cornes & Co. _ 58 58 
164 145 309 
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GENERAL HOSPITAL. 
PATIENTS UNDER TREATMENT DurInG JaNnvary, 1874. 
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TOR icisacuasind teasoscas 1 0 1 () () 1 
PO eee 0 1 | 0 1/ 0 1 
BU. cecoroccecsceesoesss 5 10 5 |} a 1 10 15 
Ble cecessescressccsesase 0 1 a} 0 1 1 
Charity ............... | 2 1 (0) oO | 3 3 
Total sisccschvisdeivts | 8 13 ors 21 





IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT RAILWAY. 
YOKOHAMA STATION. 
; 5th February, 1874. 
Statement of Traffic Receipts for the week ending Sunday, 
Ist February, 1874. 








Passengers,...... 23,569 Amount...... $6,625.84 
Goods and Parcels...............scssscssesescseeseese 554.32 
DO cisco $7,180.16 
Average per mile per week $398.90. 
18 Miles Open. 
Corresponding week, 1873. 
Passengers, ....24,599. Amount......$7,565.56 
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EDUCATION IN JAPAN. 
VII. 
FemaLe Epucatioy. 


eg one who is interested in the welfare and progress of the 

Asiatic nations can approach the question of female 
education without feelings of sadness as profound as the 
need of effort is felt to be great. The foreigner who leaves 
his own country in which the high honor paid to woman 
is one of the chief glories of the race to which he belongs, 
is shocked and deeply grieved nat beholding her low estate 
in pagan lands. He is scarcely surprised at the wide 
difference between the eastern and the western man, for 
this he has expected. He cannot, however, explain the 
low condition of woman by the corresponding state of 
civilization. He sees that the one is out of all proportion 
to the other. An inferior grade of civilization does not 
necessitate the extreme subjection of woman. If Tacitus 
records rightly, the ancient barbarians, whose descendants 
are the Germanic races, surpassed even the civilized 
Romans in the respect paid to their women. The western 
man in Asia sees that abject obedience, as daughter, wife, 
and widowed mother, is the lot of woman, as ordained by 
the wisdom of the ancients and fixed by the custom of 
ages. He sees the might of physical force, and the power 
of government and society, in leagne to keep her crushed 
as near to the level of the unreplying brate as possible. 
He finds that the religious systems agree in denying her a 
soul, the popular superstitions choose her as the scapegoat 
for all tempted and sinning men, and that spirit of mo- 
nasticism and asceticism whose home is in the East 
selects her as the symbol of all that is opposed to the 
peace and purity of the aspiring saint. 

We think, however, that the student of Asiatic life, on 
coming to Japan, is cheered and pleased on contrasting 
the position of woman in Japan with that in other Asiatic 
He sees the Japanese women treated with 
respect and consideration far above that observed in 
other quarters of the Orient. The women here are al- 
lowed greater freedom, and hence have more dignity and 
self-confidence. The daughters are better educated, and 
the history of Japan will show probably a larger number 
of illustrious women than that of any other country in 
Asia. In the time of their opportunity—these last days 
of enlightenment—public and private schools for girls are 
being opened and attended. Furthermore, some of the 
leaders of the new life of Japan, braving public scandal 
and emancipating themselves from the bondage of an eti- 
quette empty of morals, are learning to award that mea- 
sure of honour to their wives which they see is enthusias- 
tically awarded by foreigners, and are not ashamed to be 
seen in public with their companions. In addition to 
these cheering signs, there have been direct efforts made 
daring the last few years by the Mixapo’s Government to 
elevate the position of women in Japan. The Eta women, 
with the men, have been lifted from social degradation to 
the level of Japanese citizenship. The far-trumpeted re- 
form in the Yoshiwara system, though largely a failure 
through lack of sustained and hearty effort to enforce the 
edict once made, has done immense good, and shows a 
noble impulse in the right direction. The reform in the 
marriage laws is another step of progress. The abolition 
of beggary, though a general public benefit, deserves to be 
spoken of in this place. The introduction of improved 
silk-reeling machinery and the increasing area of tea-pro- 
ducing territory, by widening the field of female employ- 
ments, have tended to swell the number of virtaous wo- 
men, and diminish the ranks of the prostitutes. Above 
all, the grand scheme of educating the girls as well as the 
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boys throughout the country, and the establishment of 
schools of a high grade for young women, are triumphant 
evidences of a real desire to elevate the position of women 
in Japan, and to develope the capabilities of the sex. 

But we cannot look upon what has so far been done as 
anything more than mere indications of the better time 
to come—the grey light before the far off full day. As 
yet the country at large has felt only the faint pulses of 
the new ideas. The bondage of enslaving theological 
tenets is to be cast off, popular superstitions are to be 
. swept away, and the despotism of the Chinese classics—if 
Japan wishes to rise higher in the scale of civilization 
than China—is to be relaxed, before the Japanese woman 
becomes that factor of invincible potency in the progress 
and regeneration of Japan, which we feel she can be. 

For, that the progress of a nation depends as much 
Upon the condition of woman as upon that of man, is a 
principle not yet current in Asia. The idea that still re- 
roaius as a lingering superstition and the grossest relic of 
barbarism among western nations, that might makes right, 
makes religion, makes everything, is the corner and cap- 
stone of Asiatic civilization. The gentle doctrines of the 
Indian sage have mollified the idea somewhat; but in 
China and Japan, the hand that holds the sword is the 
sole arbiter of the destinies of woman. The greatest 
dread which the extreme conservatives of this empire feel 
is that western notions of the equality of man and woman 
should prevail. Such ideas they imagine will subvert all 
domestic peace and be the ruin of society and the nation. 
For the state of things to be “as if a hen were to crow 
in the morning,” seems that point in the sea of troubles 
beyond which the imagination of man (in Japan) utterly 
fails to go. 

The whole question of the position of women in Japan 
—in history, life, education, employments, authorship, 
art, marriage, concubinage, prostitution, religion, bene- 
volent labour, the ideals of literature, popular superstitions, 
etc, opens up such a wide and fascinating field of inquiry, 
that we wonder that no one has yet entered it. We shall 
resist the temptation even to glance at these questions, 
and shall content ourselves with a mere sketch of the old 
education of Japanese women. 

In the Japanese home, in which there is more that is 


good and morally wholesome than most foreigners who 
live only in the open ports are willing to acknowledge, 
may be found the place, by excellence, of the training of 
the female children. 

The rudimentary literary training of those of the higher 
classes was exclusively there, being given at the hands of 
private tutors or governesses. The female children of the 
lower classes received tuition in the private schools so 
generally established throughout the country. After the 
rudimentary literary training, came the study of those 
‘books for the special use of the Japanese women which 
are to be found in every Japanese household pretending 
to respectability. These books collectively are called 
Onna Tushoku Mibaye Bunko. They constitute a li- 
brary of works on the duties of women, but are often 
bound up in one volume. If the reader will imagine a 
volume composed of the Bible, Lady’s Letter-writer, 
Guide to Etiquette, The Young Ladies Own Book, 
Hannah More’s Works, Miss Strickland’s Queens 
of England, and an Almanac, he will obtain a fair 
idea of the contents of the Bunko or Japanese La- 
dy’s Library. With text and illustrations the volume 
is very large, but, if translated and printed in brevier 
with the cuts, it would not probably occupy more space 
than one of our monthly magazines. The books compos- 
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ing it,in their order of importance, are the Onna Dat 
Gaku, (Women’s Great Learning—the moral duties of 
woman—founded on the Chinese classics); Onna Sho 
Gaku, (Woman’s Small Learning—introduction to the 
above); Onna Niwa No Oshiye, (Woman’s Household 
Instruction—duties relating to furniture, dress, reception 
of guests, and all the minutie of in-door life, both daily 
and ceremonial); Onna Imagawa, (Moral Lessons in 
paragraphs) ; Onna Yobunsho, (Lady’s Letter-Writer) ; 
Niiu ko, (Twenty-Four Children—stories about twenty- 
four model children in China.) Besides these works of 
import there are the Hiaku Nin Isshin—a collection of 
one hundred poems from as many poets, written in the 
old Yamato dialect, and learned in every household and 
perpetually repeated with passionate fondness by old and 
young; a collection of lives of model women; household 
lore; almanac learning; rules and examples to secure 
perfect agreement between man and wife; and other 
knowledge of various sorts both useful aud ornamental to 
a Japanese maiden, wife or mother. This book is studied, 
not only by the higher classes, but by all the daughters 
in every respectable tamily throughout the country. It 
is read and re-read, and committed to memory, until it 
becomes to the Japanese woman what the Bible is to the 
inmate of those homes in the west in which the Bible is 
the first, and last, and often the only book. 

Only a small proportion of Japanese girls attained an 
advanced knowledge of Chinese characters, though many 
of the samurai daughters have read the standard Japan- 
ese histories; and in the best native scho>ls, at present, a 
certain amount of the reading and writing of Chinese 
characters is taught, and the Kocho Shiriaku and the 
Jigo Kiriaku are read. In the national, traditionary, 
heroic, and historic lore of their own conntry, we doubt 
very much whether the children of any country in the 
world are better instructed and informed thar the Japan- 


ese children. 
The fruits of this education, as modified or strengthened 


by social circumstances and religion, are seen in the pre- 
sent type of the Japanese woman. As compared with her 
sister in western lands, and as judged by her own stand- 
ards, she is fully the peer in that exquisite taste for the 
beautiful and becoming as displayed in dress and per- 
sonal adornment; nor is she inferior in the graces of eti- 
quette. In her thoroughness of knowledge of her duties 
and of female proprieties, she is unsurpassed. As-mothers, 
no women excel the Japanese in the care and minuteness 
of their training of, and affectionate tenderness and self- 
sacrificing devotion to offspring, within the limits of their 
light and knowledge. Though the virago and the shrew 
are not unknown characters in this, as in other lands, yet 
tho three fundamental duties of woman, which include 
all others, and as laid down in the Chinese classics, are 
universally folfilled without murmurings or hesitation. 
These duties are, first, obedience to her parents (the fa- 
ther) when a child; second, obedience to her husband when 
a wife; third, obedience to her eldest son when a widow. 
Indeed, the whole sum of excellencies and defects of the 
Japanese. female character arise from one all-including 
virtue, and the biography of a good woman is written in the 
one word—obedience. If unvarying obedience, acquies- 
cence, submission, the utter absorption of her personality 
into that of her husband, constitute the ideal of the 
perfect, then the Japanese married woman approaches so 
near that ideal as to be practically perfect, and in this 
respect 1s, as foreign women will cheerfully grant, unques- 
tionably superior to the women of Western nations. In- 
tellectually, the gulf of difference that exists between is 
as wide as itis deep. Morally it is not very great. 
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(We may here state, however, that our observations, 
upon which we have founded the statements and opinions 
expressed above, have been made in an interior city far 
from foreigners and in the capital, and not in auy of the 
open ports of Japan.) 

Hence the foreign instructor accustomed to the fresh- 
ness, originality, and obedience that is not so slavish as to 
suppress all spontaneous thought, of girls at home, finds 
that obedience in a Japanese child is both instinct and 
unvarying habit. To such an extent is this true that the 
fall realization of it comes home to the foreign teacher 
with a force that is startling. For if Japanese girls be so 
submissive, and respeotful, and accept all their teacher’s 
dicta with religious unquestioning, with the feeling that 
doubt is a sin, what a tremendous responsibility must that 
of the teacher be! And henoe it is with feelings akin to 
horror that one looks upon the employment of any but 
@ true woman and a cultured lady for such a work, 
Such a teacher should be a fnir specimen of the noble 
women of-western lands. We look upon the employment 
of narrow-minded sectaries as teachers of Japanese girls 
with very much the feelings as that with which we have 
seen bar-maids elevated to the teacher's chair—an error 
which we believe the Japanese are not likely to commit 
again. 

The importance of the new education of Japanese girls 
to this country cannot be over-estimated. The revolation 
through which the nation is passing requires completion. 
The new reforms, of the necessity of which the leaders of 
Japan are convinced, and to which they are pledged, re- 
quire to be certified and to become part of the home life 
of the people. The work of the government must be done 
in the homes. The foundations of society are there, and 
as the home is so will the state be, in every land. All 
governments in their various forms are but honseholds of 
a larger growth. Given, a complete knowledge of the 
average household in any land, and the real government 
is easily known and nnderstood. 

Looking at the question of female education even from 
the valgar concrete standing point—that woman is the 
sapplement of man, and that the end and aim and 41- 
mighty purpose of 8 woman’s creation is that she sball 
become some man’s wife—the question is all important. 
The rising generation who are to take the places of the 
present leaders of Japan are being educated in western 

ideas, and are passing through a srl process which 
_ will tend to exalt the mental powers at the expense of the 
animal instincts. The decay of the old feudal framework 
of society, and the suppression of government pensions 
and hereditary revenues, by removing all actual necessity 
for marriage, will create in the minds of the increasing 
numbers of those who marry from the higher motives, a 
desire for a congenial life-companian and help-mate, and 
uot fora mere female of the human species. ‘Though 
some of the present generation of students may marry or- 
dinary native women, those who wish for happiness in 
their home-life, who wish to rise out of the old plane of 
existence and dwell permanently on the higher level of an 
intellectual life, will seek for edncated women as wives. 
The new civilization will never take root in Japan until 
planted and cultivated in the homes, and, to secure that 
end, the thorough education of woman is an absolute ne- 
cessity. We can hardly expect that an idea so radical as 
that of the equal education of both sexes such as obtains 
in many institations in the United States, can yet find fa- 
vour with the Japanese educational authorities, but we 
trust the day is near when high institutions of learning 
like those of Vassar College, the Packer Institute, and 
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others, shall exist for the direct benefit of Japanese woman 


and the ultimate advantage of the Empire. 

About two years ago, immediately after the departure 
of the Embassy, and probably as the consequence of some 
significant words on the subject of female education pro- 
nounced by the Mixapo from the throne, great interest 
was expreseed in the cause of female education. Inquiries 
for lady teachers were made, plans and estimates, courses 
of study were solicited, and several private and govern- 
ment schools were opened. The excitement culminated 
and then died ont. At present there is in Tokei a flour- 
ishing girl's school in cach of the Departments, Kat Taku 
Shi, Ko Bu Shoand Mom Bu Sho. There are alsoa few 
private schools for girls, which are taught like the three 
mentioned above by forcign lady-instruotors. The Eng 
lish language is taught in all, and sewing in some of them, 
In Osaka, Kidéto, Nagasaki, Fukui, Kumamoto, Yokoha.- 
ma, we know of private or government schools for girls, 
in which foreign ladies teach. Throughout the whole 
empire, wherever the primary schools under the new syse 
tem are established, the girls as well as boys are taughts 
in the rudiments of knowledge. Thus are the foundations 
of the national education of Japanese women already laid. 

All this is good. Itis encouraging. We are glad to 
record it as accomplished, but we think that what has so 
far been done in the work of female education is but as 
the drop in the bucket compared to what should be, and 
would be, if the Government, the Education Department, 
but especially, the people at large, fully realized the signifi- 
cance of female education. To an American teacher's eye 
this mere germ, where the sapling should be, appears 
utterly insufficient. Such a foreigner’s prejudice arises 
doubtless because the American system of public instruc- 
tion in theory, and largely in practice, requires that all 
branches of general kuowledge shall be taught without 
distinction of sex. Only in the special and professional 
schools of medicine, theology, law and science are greater 
advantages reserved for male students. 

When we saw in Old Japan the Chin Gakko and Dat 
Gakko, the Middle and High Schools for yougy men 
only, we were not surprised. When wesee in New Japan 
the splendid facilities of stady in the scores and hundreds 
of schools of all grades for young men, and notice but one 
or two, or perhaps a total of a half dozen Government 
schools for girls, we are more than surprised, we are pain- 
ed that should be so. Is it from lack of means? From 
lack .of interest ? As a foreigner, we confess our inability 
to understand the vast disproportion between the efforts 
made on behalf of male and on those for female education 
in Japan. 

In concluding this too long article we must add our 
testimony and offer our plandit to the earnest diligence 
and rapid progress of the girls in the school under the 
care vf the Sfon Bu Sho, ot whose efforts and successes 
we have been witness, and which must be extremely 
gratifying to those who organized, or who are interested 
in, the school, or in female education in Japan. Finally, 
we feel that no article which pretends to treat the present 
state of the education of Japanese women can be complete 
without grateful reference to the chief lady of the realm 
Her Majesty Tux Empress. Her power for good or evil, on 
the elevation or degredation of the women of this country, 
is not to be lightly spoken of, and even if she had not 
done anything more than to abolish the senseless fashion 
by which the Japanese women deface nature and mar 
that beauty which is not the least of the Creator’s special 
gifts to woman, she would have deserved world-wide 
honour. More than this, she has shown great interest 
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in the new education of girls, and has honoured the 
schools with her presence and expressed her encouragement. 
In wishing her health and length of days, as we sincerely 
do, we believe we are expressing a wish, which if realized, 
will redound to the advancement of female education in 
Japan. 





NAPAJ.—A STORY OF MODERN TIMES. 


NCE upon a time there lived, on a pretty island ina 
large lake, a gentleman whose peculiar humour it was 
to warn all comers away from his estate, which produced 
everything that he deemed requisite for himself and fam- 
ily, and on which he, they, and his forefathers for many 
generations, had lived at ease in their own manner. The 
distant shores of the lake were studded with the houses 
und castles of neighbouring gentry, who, partly from in- 
disposition to cross the water which lay between them and 
the island, and partly deterred by the measures taken by 
owner of the island-estate to prevent any such visits, rarely 
intruded themselves upon one to whom their presence was 
known to be unwelcome, and who gave them to understand 
this whenever their boats appronched his islet. He had 
& numerous family, and being himself a gentleman of noble 
lineage and considerable pretensions, he could hardly 
blame his sons for exhibiting some of that high spirit and 
lofty manner which the few neighbours who had occasion- 
ally visited him said were his own personal characteristics. 
It must be acknowledged that he cherished some illusions 
in regard to himself, and boasted of an ancestry which 
his sceptical neighbours regarded as fictitious. But these 
illusions imparted dignity to his manners, and the sincerity 
with which he maintained the legends on which they were 
founded rendered him interesting, and forbade all well- 
bred people from smiling when he recounted them. 

The distance which separated him from his neighbours 
was considerable, and was not to be traversed without 
much labour and some risk in the sailing boats which 
were employed for this purpose. But in an evil moment 
for him one of them invented a curious engine, which 
saved all this labour and danger, by enabling any one who 
employed it to cross the water very quickly in the teeth 
of winds or currents, and thus he found his island more 
frequently visited than formerly, and even disturbed by 
several vessels at once, sometimes belonging to one pro- 
prietor, sometimes to another, but always bringing people 
whom he had no wish to see and with whose ulterior 
designs he was not altogether satisfied. 

On looking out of his casement one fine morning he dis- 
covered the presence of several vessels under his window, 
and his servants brought him a message to the effect that 
& gentleman, who evidently bore marks of having au- 
thority elsewhere, wished to speak with him. After some 
demur the stranger was admitted. The manner of the 
recluse was lofty and dignified. He required to know 
what circumstances had procured him the honour of the 
stranger's visit, hardly disguising the while that it was 
one little to his taste. The visitor was polite, if not very 
polished, and being of a practical turn of mind and 
little moved by legends regarding ancestry and mytho- 
logical tales ; being, too, a not very distant neighbour of 
the old noble, and having his own views about the humour 
which led to all this isolation; he hinted that this course 
had brought him into some disrepute, and that, as boats 
would now, in all probability, be constantly touching his 
shores, he would do well to show himself a little more 
companionable tewards people who only wished him well, 
and had no other desire than to make his better ac- 
quaintance. After having thought well over the matter, 
the old noble, who was not without prudent and sensible 
views as to the difficulties which beset his old course of 
isolation, and who foresaw in these accursed engines the 
constant visits of his neighbours, agreed that any mem- 
bers of the visitor’s family should be received without 
molestation on his shores, be kindly treated, and even be 
allowed to settle there, provided always they remained 
within a certain boundary mutually agreed upon. 

Not very long after this occurrence a fresh bateh of boats 
arrived, bearing a large number of men who spoke the 
rune language as the visitcr who had made the 
agreement. just referred to, and it was reported to the old 
chief that the little fleet carried a man of high rank who 
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desired conference with him. Arrangements for this hav- 
ing been completed, and each being desirous to impress 
the other with his own importance and dignity, large re- 
tinues of servants were mustered on both sides, and an im- 
posing procession from the boats marched to the place of 
meeting, the assemblage at which, if not magnificent, was 
numerous and striking. The new comer was a man of 
middle height, inclined somewhat to corpulency, and had 
the rosy, healthy, smiling face of a country gentleman, 
white hair and a high bald forehead. He wore a broad 
green riband across his shoulder, a flashing star on his left 
breast, and carried himself, easily indeed, yet with the 
air of one accustomed to authority and homage. The old 
occupant of the castle was charmed with his visitor’s 
courtly and dignified manners, and though he some- 
what disliked the large retinue which attended him, 
he behaved with entire cordiality, and much of his 
distrust and hauteur disappeared as the conference 
progressed. Although the two conversed only by 
means of interpreters, they soon surmounted the cold- 
ness of this method of communication; and when the 
formalities of the conference were over and refreshments 
were handed round, a few happy jokes and quips, which 
came naturally enough from the genial visitor, produced 
an abundance of humour, an entire relaxation of the se- 
verity of manner which had at first characterised the old 
chieftain and his servants, and prepared them for an easy 
assent te the requests of his guest. These amounted to 
little more than those preferred by his predecessor, 
and memoranda having been made on both sides of the 
results of the conference and the particulars of the agree- 
ments entered into, courteous farewells were exchanged 
and the little fleet left the island. 


Now, the old occupant of the castle was the head of a 
very large family, and though its members rendered him 
generally an implicit obedience, there were some of them 
whose conduct he could not always control very effective- 
ly. They had small allotments of ground on the island, 
and lived in their own houses, subject nominally to the 
control of the old chieftain, yet maintaining a good deal 
of state among themselves, and at times exhibiting an in- 
dependence and waywardness of conduct which gave him 
some uneasiness. Some of them he took into his councils 
on the subject of these undesired visits, and may have 
succeeded in persuading them of the virtual necessity for 
making the arrangements into which he had just entered. 
But many of them, ignorant of this necessity, and having 
lived much alone in the humour of their old chief, were 
vastly displeased with the concessions made to the 
strangers. Reports had reached them from time to 
time that these new arrivals had elsewhere borne them- 
selves somewhat overbearingly—some said, unjustly,— 
and that after every such arrangement as had just 
been made which they had elsewhere affected, a host 
of fellows with packs had immediately made their ap- 
pearance on the strength of it, and commenced trucking 
and trafficking in a manner which was singularly odious 
and repulsive to the views of the islanders. Nor were 
their fears in this respect without good foundation. The 
courtly visitor with the green riband had not left their 
shores many months, and publicly announced the arrange- 
ments he had made, than a number of fellows appeared, 
threw up their shanties, and began trading with amazing 
vigour and often with amazing unscrupulousness. It 
would be very wrong, however, to suppose that the latter 
fault characterized them all, for there were among them 
men well born and nurtured, of entire integrity, and long 
accustomed to commercial proceedings conducted with as 
keen a sense of honour as the pursuit of wealth produces 
in honourable men, There were also among the new 
comers some who bore with them a strange talisman, the 
light from which had a precious medicinal effect upon 
men’s hearts and souls. With no thought of greed or gain, 
they had come among the islanders to teach and to heal 
them, and, by making the language of each party kiown 
to the other, and imparting the virtues of this talisman to 
those who were ignorant of them, to bring concord, vir- 
tue and reverence into the hearts and councils of the 
islanders. But these were a small minority, and the 
fierce and odious greed of the rest, which took altogether 
new shupes of shame, and threw even over legitimate 
commerce a disgrace which made men who only knew 
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its more beneficent and honourable ae: seit fii it 
for the moment, roused a fierce indignation in the minds 
of the islanders, and curses, alike loud and deep, resounded 
on all sides, not ouly against the new comers, but against 
the course the olil chiettain had pursued and those of his 
stewards whom he had consulted on the subject. Some 
of the more unruly servants of the distant members of his 
family were even incited to deeds of violence. Several of 
the new-comers were attacked, blood was shed, and could 
the old noble with the green riband have seen at that 
time the sad condition into which the peaceful island had 
fallen by reason of the very arrangements he had made, 
he would, I think, have given half his ancient and 
honourable patrimony—the whole were too much to de- 
mand from mortal—to restore it to its former peaceful 
condition. 


And thus things went on for some time, complaints on 
one side being auswered by complaints on the other, and 
the old friendly feelings which attended the early meeting 
of the strangers entirely dispelled, and replaced by others 
which were the natural results of mutual and constant 
conflict and recrimination. 

Now, my readers will hardly be surprised to hear that, 
under all these circumstances, a very strong desire arose 
among many of the families on the island to rid) them- 
selves of the strangers at any risk or any cost. For they 
loathed the new-comers, and knowing nothing of the 
inscrutable laws which govern this world, they could 
not then see, or be greatly blamed for not then seeing, 
the poet’s vision :— 

For I dipt into the future. far as human eve could see, 

Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonder that would be, 
Saw the heavens filled with commerce, argosies of magic sails 
Pilots of the purple twilight, dropping down with costly bales. 

A long isolation trom their neighbours whose own mutual 
intercourse had, by its conflict or harmony, produced an 
ever increasing and active thought, who had weighed the 
planets, discovered the laws which govern the heavenly 
bodies, had made Nature their servant, bad tamed the 
lightning and bid it carry their messages, had ransacked 
the secrets of heaven and earth, and almost penetrated 
the great inscrutable mystery of life itself—this long 
isolation, I say, had dwarfed and weakened their minds, 
Of the strength and knowledge, of the history, the vir- 
tues, the religion, the mixed ehar acter—noble, iamane and 
lofty on the one side ; sordid, greedy, v uleear, and brutal 
on the other,—of their visitors, they knew nothing. 
Of the vast field of human knowledge, the boundless range 
of man’s activity, and the wide sweep of his philosophy, 


they knew nothing. They knew little but of their 
island, which they called and believed to be divine. But 
if they had their vices and weaknesses, they had also 


their virtues. ‘They loved their old patrimony deeply and 
ardently. They sang its songs and rehearsed the deeds 
of its heroes with fire and enthusiasm. If their standard 
of virtue differed from that of their neighbours, and the 
severer code ofa higher morality was unknown to them, 
they at least had thetr own ideals of male and female 
honour, which a virtuous sense of duty encouraged 
them to emulate. Courage, patriotism, devotion to the 
family, a keen sense of honour, and a fastidious sen- 
sibility to disgrace, distinguished the men; housewife- 
ly virtues, devotion to the husband, and an unre- 
mitting concern for his interests, characterized the 
women. They were brave, if not chivalrous in our high 
sense of the word ; and if the long sword they wore was 
too often an incentive to violence, the dirk which lay by 
its side in their belts told of a sleepless readiness to obey 
the dictates of conventional honour, and to resort to its 
use npon themselves rather than permit a spot or whisper 
of disgrace to tarnish their family name. Polite and 
hospitable by instinct, they entertained the stranger or re- 
lieved the distressed wavfarer with winning and gracious 
cordiality. The shipwrecked mariner was tended as an 
inmate of the household, such few luxuries as their simple 
life atforded were placed at fis disposal, and their salt, 
once eaten, was a guarantee that so loug as the dispensers 


ed. ‘But they were so cordial, so unconstrained, so grace- 
fully deferential, so apparently, if not transpar ently, simple, 
that they at once won the confidence of a stranger and 
rarely abused it. Ofcommerce with its vulgarising habits 
of thought, vet civilizing and beneficent action upon the 
humam race, and the generous and even princely instincts 
which, in its higher operations, it tends to foster, they 
knew nothing. “All they saw was a host of eager stran- 
gers, unwearied in buying and selling, careless “too often 
how they did this, or careful only that the turn of the 
scale was in their favonr, and they looked at the new- 
comers as little better than robbers, admitted by an error 
of policy and to be exterminated regardless of solemn 
agreements. 

It will hardly be wondered at, then, that discord arose, and 
that an universal desire was felt to get rid of the strangers. 
This desire became at last a fixed resolve, deep, ardent, 
and even bound up witha lofty sense of patriotic duty. 
They had been called on to pay compensation for assaults, 
too often provoked by the very truculence of those whom 
they had cut down in natural anger at conduct which, 
elsewhere, would have provoked a similar fate and gone 
perforce unpunished. They had been cheated and re- 
viled. ‘Their domestic laws had been set at defiance, 
their women insulted, and their gold carried away by a 
currency juggle against which they were not astute enough 
to protect themselves. They were treated as canaille on 
their own territory, and their souls thirsted for revenge. 
And what would your soul have done, my very gentle 
and patriotic reader, had you laboured under the same 
disadvantages as these islanders ? 

Nor shall we be greatly surprised, under all these 
circumstances, that when a full representation of them 
was made to the old chief, both by his own stew- 
ards and by the more distant members of his family, 
his own anger was greatly kindled against the strangers, 
and that he ardently desired to be rid of them. True, 
that he remembered the obligations imposed on him by 
the various agreements made with his neighbours on the 
opposite shores, and that he dreaded the consequences 
which would ensue from an infraction of these. But so 
urgent were the representations made to him by his 
stewards and the members of his family, and so much did 
he dread their vengeance if he failed to redress their 
grievances, that he stood in the terrible dilemma of one 
who must be punished whatever course he takes. Were 
he to refuse his assent to the demands of his family, he 
night have been murdered and his island abandoned to 
anarchy and partition ; while, on the other hand, were he 
to give it, he would be certain to incur the vengeance of 
the nearer and more distant neighbours with whom he 
had made these agreements. His. decision, long withheld, 
eame at last, and the order for the expulsion of the new- 
comers was signed. What must it not have cost to make 
this order ¢ 


The dogs of war once let slip, ilie endsoon came. For these 
neighbours were men who brooked no breaking of agree- 
ments once made. Practical, stern, resolute, and wielding 
powers and resourees of which our old chieftain and 
his family had not the faintest conception, they no sooner 
heard of the steps taken on the island to dispute the pas- 
sage of their boats through some straits to which they had 
stipulated for access, than they collectively despatched a 
few ships such as they always kept cruising about in these 
waters, and knocked the forts about the ears of those who 
had molested their boats from them. Nor was this o diffi- 
cult task, though the islanders disputed the passage with 
sufficient spirit. The collective force then went to the 
old chief and said, “ We have thoroughly well chastised 
vour insolent Jads on the other side of the island, and 
recommend you for the future to keep them in order. 

dut it has cost money, and we must really show our sense 

of disapproval at your own conduct in permitting these 
attempts on our people. You must therefore pay ns three 
hundred purses, each containing ten thousand dollars. 

The old ehief haughtily arose from his seat, and bow- 
inv, uttered these words :—“Gentlemen. Before your 


of it could offer a surety for the stranger's safety and wel-| advent to this island I lived here in peace and honour 


fare, they would furnish it. And, thei; they were singn- 
larly and delightfully gay, amiable, polite and attractive. 
Their manners had, indeed, none of the high and artificial | 
polish which those of their wealthier neighbours poszess- 
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‘among the members of my family. 
land we conformed to the customs of our ancestors, with 


Our life was simple, 


but slight knowledge of, and little concern in, the great 
world from which you have come. You came here by no 
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solicitation of mine or the members of my family. Such 
as we were born we were content to die. I neither 
desired your presence nor required your assistance, and 
when we met it was not at my desire nor with my good 
will. The force of circumstances which I could not con- 
trol constrained me to acquiesce in your early demands, and 
if I failed to enforce an entire cordiality between your own 
people and mine, I contended with difficulties in the at- 
tempt to doso which nearly cost me my position, and I have 
yet to be persuaded that the behaviour of those who enjoy 
my hospitality was always such as to persuade my peo- 
ple that I was right in conceding your demands for it. 
Your Excellencies know the provocation to which I and 
my servants have been subjected. I have already paid 
_indemnities for acts of violence on the part of my people 
to which I have no assurance that the acts of your own 
did not conduce, and while I shall frankly acknowledge 
that all my servants have not been as strict in dis- 
charging their obligations as I would have had them, 
the fault has not been mine, neither have all the 
shortcomings been on our side. You have now chastised 
a turbulent member of my family, and this, though just, 
causes me pain and some humiliation, as Your Excellen- 
cies may easily believe. The bill of costs for this, as you 
are pleased to term it, is also laid at my door. I have 
understood that this is the custom with you, and I can 
conceive circumstances which justify it. I shall discharge 
your demand as early as my exchequer permits of my 
doing so. I am neither in a position to dispute nor to pay it 
all at this moment. The commerce which brings the pre- 
cious metals so freely to your doors, is almost unknown to 
me and my family, and I am in no sense persuaded that I 
would purchase the advantages you assure! me it would 
bring—though I have as yet no evidence of them—with 
the manifest evils which attend it, and which one of you 
has even branded with eternal disgrace. 

“And now, as I stand here iu the presence of “High Gop, 
in whose moral government I believe, and with whom are 
the balances and weights of eternal justice—here the old 
mau’s bowed form grew erect, fire flashed from his eye, 
and his voice, tremulous hitherto with age, grew firm and 
deep, like one who uttered an oracle—I protest against 
this sentence as a violation of that justice, and let him 
who is the Omniscient judge between me and you.” 


#¥ * # % * * 


Sometime after these events, and after certain instal- 
ments of the demand above referred to had been paid, the 
intercourse between the islanders and their neighbours on 
the coast became more intimate. ‘These, on the one hand, 
had become curious to see the wonders of which they 
daily received more glowing accounts ; and those, on the 
other, were more attracted towards the beautiful islet of 
which they heard so much from mauy who had been 
thither and had returned to the mainland. But matters 
on the island grew more and more confused, and this 
owing chiefly to the presence of those whom I have 
hitherto called the new-comers. It is unnecessary here 
to state the manner in which these dissensions showed 
themselves. Suffice it to sny that they resulted in a cruel 
loss of life, the burning of homesteads, the ruin of many 
fortunes, the diversion of many of the labourers on the 
estate from their proper work, and a great and general 
impoverishment of the island. The coin in which pay- 
ments had hitherto been made disappeared to a large cx- 
tent, and gave place to a paper currency. ‘The principal 
steward of the old chieftain was pulled down from his 
post by tne turbulent young men who possessed the more 
distant estates in the island, and ruin, devastation and 
misery were everywhere visible. 


In the midst of all this turmoil and confusion, however, 
a marvellous change came over the disposition of the 
islanders. All their aversion to the Strangers subsided. 
They went in hundreds to the neighbouring coasts, some 
merely to gratify their curiosity, indeed, but far more to 
be taught the secrets which were to be learnt there. 
They invited learned men from the main land to come 
and instruct them, and behaved towards these with alino: t 
unexampled, indeed, with unnecessary liberality. Seeing 
the economical value in all its forms of that very accursed 
engine which had destroyed their isolation, they adopted 


it in their ships and on their roads, They had learned to 
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force the lightning to do their bidding as was done on the 
mainland ; they hired skilled men to make their coin, 
to build and repair their ships, to-light their coasts, 
to teach them the natural sciences, to instruct their 
youth in every branch of liberal education, and surround- 
ed themselves on all sides with the very men who had 
been their enemies. ‘This marvellous change took place 
suddenly, and to the utter surprise of all who were 
acquainted with that part of the mainland from whence 
it was supposed the old chieftain and his family had 
originally come. Not the less, however, was it persevered 
in until all the world wondered. I shall uot pretend that 
discretion was everywhere observed in dealing with these 
novelties, and in adjusting the old condition of affairs to 
the new exigencies which grew out of this wonderful 
change. But a settled determination was everywhere 
apparent to grapple with the new problems presented by 
the changed condition of affairs, and a very fair amount 
of success attended the effort. 

While all these things were occurring, the old chief 
thought it well to send some of his most trusted servants 
to the neighbouring shores on a mission to the various 
gentry who lived there. Three great objects induced 
him to do this :—the first, the desire to place all his new 
servants and those resident on his shores under his own 
system of government—a course to which he had been 
persuaded to request the acquiescence of his neighbours 
by some very foolish young and old meu whom he had 
enlisted in his service, and who were only too glad of an 
opportunity of ingratiating themselves with his upper 
servants by this course of ignorant flattery. ‘The second 
object was to procure the remission of this odious indem- - 
nity, which was hanging over the old chieftain’s head and 
which it had become extremely inconvenient to him to 
pay ; while the third was to see a great fair, then being 
held, to which the islanders had contributed some of their 
choicest works of art—for in this respect their reputation 
was deservedly great—and where it was expected they 
would learn many things which they could turn to account 
on their return to the island. But of these three objects 
the first was the most cherished. The others were im- 
portant, but this was paramount, and, as the chief thought 
imperative. With it, he saw his way toa thousand improve- 
ments ; without it, he could barely see his way to one. 


Now, it so happened that these neighbours to whom the 
messengers were addressed had worked out for themselves, 
as the resultant of alternate and antagonistic pressures, 
systems of laws which were marvels of human wisdom, 
and to which, in a great measure, they owed their free- . 
dom, their knowledge, and the blessings which attended 
their existence. No one of these laws was passed without 
the concurrence of themselves as expressed by their own 
representatives, and the loftiest and wealthiest, even 
monarchs themselves, were as much bound by them as 
their humblest subjects. The messengers met with the most 
cordial reception, but when this great question was ap- 
proached, there was but one answer throughout :—“* We 
would willingly, if we could ; but it is impossible. It is 
conceivable that our engineers, who are very clever, could 
bring the moon down for you or take you thither ; but 
what you ask is as much beyond our present power to give 
you as a valid title-deed to the planet Jupiter.” 


Then came the question of the sum of money still due 
on this odious claim which had for some years been hang- 
ing over the heads of the old chief and his sons. This, 
it must be confessed, was a trouble on both sides ; to the 
one to pay, to the other tojreceive. ‘The neighbours to whom 
the messengers were addressed were both rich and gen- 
erous. ‘he claim was an old one ; all bad feeling between 
the parties had subsided ; each had drawn closer to the 
other since the disputes which gave rise to it had occurred ; 
and a thousand circumstances had arisen to make it un- 
desirable that the one should have to pay, and the other to 
receive it. It required but a little good management on 
the part of the messengers to settle this matter, or to place 
themselves in such an attitude that it could be arranged 
on their return with very little trouble. The claimants 
did not really wish for the money, and would willingly 
have accepted some sinall gift in lien of it—perhaps sou e 
sinall extension of the privileges they enjoyed on tle 
island. But the commissioners of the old chieftain were 
80 bitterly disappointed with their ill-success in the matter 
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just referred to, that they would listen to no proposuls by 
which this unpleasant knot could be eut or untied, and, 
on their return to the island, in pure pique, they threw 
some of the forfeited purses down at the feet of the officers 
who were appoiuted to treat on the question. 

What may have been the feelings of these officers as 
they stooped to pick up these purses, I cannot profess to 
tell. One, if not two, of them seemed not displeased as 
they raised the glittering treasure ; but one of: them 
held quite sloof—(it must be confessed he was little en- 
gaged in the action which preceded the signing of this 
terrible bond)—and the fourth—who had been a warm 
and powerful friend of the old chief's, and had helped him 
in the troubles which arose out of the confusion in his 
island of which I have already given some account—was 
vexed to the heart, I ween, to think that any of these purses, 
of go little value to his master, and so much wanted by the 
islanders, should be thus thrust on him. 

And I, who have told this short story, from which 
many minor details have been omitted, some of which 
would have swayed my readers in the old chief's favour, 
while others would have shewn something of the per- 
verseness and obstinacy which possess him at times, feel 
deeply that this money should never have left the narrow 
chest which guards the few valuables of the old islander. 
There seems to me something of the oppression of the weak 
by the strong in it; and something of injustice seems to me to 
cling to it. I must profess myself as firm a believer in the 
moral government of the world as the old chief when he 
appealed to the decision of Heaven on his case ; and I think 
that He who knows no distinctions of great and small 
among the natious, who weighs the earsh ina balance, 
and whose throne is justice, will regard with no favour 
this violation, as it seems to me, of those eternal principles 
of equity, which, springing from His own nature, are at 
once the guides of us His creatures, the arguments for His 
existence, and for our relationship to Him. And thus, in 
this apologue, I add my protest to that of the old chief 
against the payment which, in the history of the island, 
men call the Shimonoseki Indemnity. 

H. 





(TRANSLATION. ) 


EXTRACTED FROM A LATE ISSUE OF THE 
SHIMBUN ZASSHI. 


I have at present a subject of anxiety which prevents me 
from sleeping or cating quietly, and that is :—Several of 
the Sangis have given in their resignations at the same 
time, and not a few of the Imperial guards both officers 
and men have been disbanded and dismissed to their 
homes. Some high officials of the Judicial Department 
have also resigned. These persons are said to belong 
chiefly to the Satsuma and Tosa clans, and although I do 
not know what the causes of their retirement may be, it was 
no doubt owing to some divergence of opinion. ‘There is 
a saying that when there are two spirits in the sky, a 
rainbow is produced ; if there are two spirits in the earth, 
abnormal phenomena are the result ; if there are two spi- 
rits in man, disease follows as the uatural consequence. 
Under such circumstances the male and feinale elements 
of nature are unable to produce the regular rotation of 
the seasons. 

Now history affords no example of a government being 
carried on with a divergence of opinion among the great 
officers of state which cannot be peacefully compromised. 
The reason is that when a government is divided in 
opinion, the people becomes separated into factions, and 
when the people has become separated into factions, a 
spirit of strife is awakened on both sides. 

It is nevertheless necessary that officials should some- 
times contend against each other. ‘There ix an ancient 
saying—* A yreat measure is carried out after mutual 
“contention. For example, if two men are in the water 
“at the same time, neither ean he saved ; but if one re- 
“mains on the bank, he nay save the other, A) wovern- 
“ment cannot be conducted on the principle of wuilormity 
“of opinion ; it ix necessary to await cifferenees and then 
“take action.” By uniformity ef opinion is here meant 
when a prince approves of a measure and his ministers 
also approve of it; when a prince disapproves of a wea- 
gure aud his miuisters also disapprove of it. ‘This is like 
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drawing water with water, and quenching a fire with 
firewood. What is meant by “awaiting differences and 
then taking action” is the carrying into practice that 
which is good and modifying that which is bad. Thus it 
appears that contention may be justifiable before taking 
action, If fighting leads to tranquillity, then fighting is 
justifiable. 

Upon a review of these considerations, it might appear 
as if the late division in the government was a case where 
it Was proper to await differences before taking action. 
But this has not been the case, for the statesmen of the 
opposition have already retired from office. Are we not 
now therefore reduced to the state condemned above of a 
government which is conducted on the principle of uni- 
formity of opinion? No doubt it is Satsuma and Tosa 
along with Choshiu to whom is due the credit of the re- 
storation, and all the world knows the loyalty and modest 
simplicity of these two han. ‘Their violent opposition is 
therefore attributable doubtless to patriotism, and it is no 
doubt the excessive vehemence of their patriotism which 
has naturally led some of them to excesses in words and 
actions. Had it not been so, we should not have had this 
excitement among the samurai. This vehemence of 
language sounds sometimes extremely like abuse, but 
it can be nothing else but the overflowing of their 
superabundant loyalty. Was it not a mistake for 
the Government without due cousideration to deprive 
themselves of their services simply on account of a single 
cause only ? 


A nan of old has truly said “ If you hear both sides, 
you have clearness; if you hear one side, you have 
darkness.” The ruin of the second Emperor of the Shin 
dynasty in China, and Butei, au Emperor of the Rio dy- 
nasty, was due to their attending to one-sided statements. 
This is an example of the darkness produced by hearing 
one side only. If those who now rule this country at- 
tend to one-sided statements only, if they adopt only the 
things with which they agree, and reject those with which 
they disayree, if they are sufficient for themselves, and 
forget the merits of others, they will lose the services of 
many @ valuable official. The Sovereign is the body and 
the Ministers are the members. The constitution is the 
result of their harmonions combination. If one member 
is cut off, the whole body becomes defective and the coun- 
try is as it were maimed. 


It is this perhaps which creates apprehensions in the 
minds of the people, and disturbs more and more their 
tranquillity. In this state of things a baleful spirit is 
generated, ruinous to the material prosperity of the nation. 
What a lamentable condition ! 

Now whatean have been the cause of these relations 
between pfince and minister 2? This we are unable to 
say, but may it not be because the Government has lost 
some of its members and thus the.constitution has become 
maimed, because merit has been overlooked and valuable 
public servants lost. 


But if the two den of Satsuma and Tosa cherish a 
design of violently and illegally taking possession of the 
Sovereign,* it is necessary at once to sound an alarm and 
put them down by force. When I raise up my head and 
consider the present aspect of affairs, I feel convinced 
that a bitter storm may arise which it would be useless to 
pursue even with a six-horse chariot. We shall soon 
have on us disaster at home, and insult from abroad. When 
that day comes, it will be no time for procrastination or 
compromise, for lying down without reflecting, for getting 
up without plan for the future. This is why I cannot 
sleep soundly at night, nor enjoy my food, and am filled 
with anxiety. Consider this well, ye in offices of state. 





YOKOHAMA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


The Annual General Meeting of the Yokohama Chamber 
of Commerce was held yesterday afternoon the 5th instant. 
The Meeting was summoned for half past two o’clock but at 
the commencement of the proceedings ut nearly three o’clock 
a bare quorwa only was present. 


Mr. Wilkin, Chairman of the Chamber, occupied the Chair. 


* We have not the translator's authority for saying ao, but we appre- 
bend that she word translated Sovereign here means soversign power, 
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The Chairman read the following letter from Sir H. Parkes 
K. C. B. on the subject of the 
Kiito Aratame Kuaisha. 


Yokohama, February 4th 1874. 


Srz,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 8th ultimo, stating that, up to that date, the no- 
tification of the General Government forbidding interference 
with trade by the Ki-ito Aratame Kuaisha or any other guild 
had not yet been pubiished by the Japanese Authorities of 
this port, and you add that this is not the first occasion on 
which the said authorities have seemed to assume a partisan- 
ship with the said Kuaisha, 

have now to inform you that on receipt of the above let- 
ter the fureign Representatives addressed another note to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs complaining of the delay in the 
publication of the said Notification, and I have to add that in 
a reply which, in common with my colleagues, I have receiy- 
ed from His Excellency, this delay is attributed to the inat- 
tention of the Kenrei, who, the Minister informs me, has been 
severely reprimanded for his neglect. 

I may mention that the publication of the Notification in 
question by the local authorities of Yokohama, followed im- 
mediately on the receipt by the Foreign Ministers of the 
above mentioned note of the representatives. 

I have the honour to be, 


ir, , 
Your most obedient humble Servant, 


(Signed) HARRY S. PARKES. 
A. J. Witkin, Esq. 
Chairman, 


YOKOHAMA GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE. 
The annual report and the year’s accounts were then read 
by the Secretary, 
ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 


YOKOHAMA GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


January 1874, 


In presenting their report for the year 1873, your Committee 
have in the first place to lay before you the accounts duly 
audited. 

It will be observed that the balance in hand has again some- 
what diminished; on comparing the accounts with those of 
previous years, it is evident that it is the cost of Telegrams 
which thus encroaches on the funds of the Chamber, and not- 
withstanding that the Telegram as received since the Ist July 
has been shorter and thus less expensive than had been estim- 
ated, the increased subscription at the rate of $30 per annum 
has been barely sufficient to meet the cost. 

‘The half-yearly statistics of trade are attached hereto, and 
the Committee while fain to hope that steady progress is made 
in securing greater exactitude in returns of stocks and de- 
liveries, renew their earnest appeal to members, to give their 
careful attention to this subject, for the sake of their own and 
the common good. 

The important matter of the Storage of Kerosene has been 
agitated from time to time during the year ; the Chamber re- 
ceived in March a comunication from the Consular Board sub- 
mitting a proposition of the Japanese Government to provide 
a locality at a safe distance from the settlement. To this your 
Committee respouded with a strong recommendation that steps 
of the kind should be taken, but suggesting some modifications 
in the working details of the scheme as essential to its success ; 
it is feared, however, that this matter is still in abeyance. 

It is satisfactory to be able to report that through steps 
taken by Her Britannic Majesty's Minister, it has been pro- 
mised that the Mint at Osaka shall be closed at stated times, 
instead of as heretofore at irregular dates and without due no- 
tice. In the appendix will be found correspondence on the 
subject, viz :— 

“Letter from H. B. M.’s Minister dated 3ist July, marked A. 

Reply of the Chamber dated August 8th, marked B. 

Letter from H. B. M.’s Minister dated October 2nd, marked 
C. with enclosures D. and £. 

The thanks of the Chamber are due to Her Britannic Majes- 
ty’s Minister for his prompt intervention in this important 
matter. 

The proceedings of the Ki-ito Aratame Kuaisha, or Silk ex- 
amination Guild, have forced themselves upon the notice of 
members of the Chamnber more than once during the year, and 
the action of this body at length became so obnoxious, that af- 
ter two gencral meetings held in October, it was decided to 
memorialize the Foreign Representatives upon what was con- 
sidered to be the illegal powers exercised by the Kuaisha. This 
was done by letter dated Sth November, marked F’, 

To this, cordial replies were received from the various 
Foreign Ministers: the British Minister addressing the Cham- 
ber as per annex G. 

In answer to this request for further details and evidence, 
the Chamber placed before Her Britannic Majesty's Minister, 
for the use of himself and colleagues :— 
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Copy of the constitution, or Rules of the Kuaisha, shewing 
na powers it assumed, and the restrictions it placed upon 
trade :— 

Oopy of the Ordinance issued by the Kuaisha dated February, 
1873, forbidding the continuance of the usuage of packing fees 
under pain of a fine of 500 Yen :— 

The two Notifications from the Kanagawa Ken Gonrei, 
dated 11th month, (1872,) and 14th day of 1st month, (1873,) 
to much the same effect :— 

Circumstantial details of cases in which transactions between 
native merchants and Messrs. Bavier & Co. had been stopped 
through the medium of the Kuaisha’s interference; and of a 
case in which the Kuaisha, on the 27th of October last, stopped 
at the Yokohama Railway Station a quantiby of boxes of 
Silk-worm’s Eggs, belonging to Messrs. L. Kuiffler & Co., and 
called in a large body of police to enforce its behests :— 

And further, an account was given of the restriction which 
had been placed upon the free exercise of the seller's own 
choice in the manner of disposing of his produce, and of 
various circumstances tending to indirectly further establish 
the fact that the Kuaisha assumed Governmental powers :— 

All these, and subsequently some important oral testimony, 
furnished most conclusive proof of the correctness of the re- 
presentations which the Chamber had made. 

The case thus put before the Foreign Representatives 
received their prompt and earnest attention, as the letter from 
Her Britannic Majesty's Minister of 3lst December (Annex 
H) with enclosures (J J & K) will testify. 

These documents, in themselves, are all that could be wished, 
and it only remains to see them faithfully carried out. 


Some considerable delay occurred in the publication by the 
local authorities here of Notification K, but the Chamber took 
advantage of the translations kindly supplied by H. B. M.'s 
Minister, to print and circulate in pamphlet form in the Ja- 
panese language the documents J J & K. 

The Chamber feels that its best acknowledgements are due 
to the Foreign Ministers for their action in this matter. 

Your Committee has had its attention again attracted to the 
quantities of Notes of the ‘“ Yokohama Bank” (Kokurin 
Ginko) which are in circulation, and feeling that it would be 
better for all parties if the position of this Bank were better 
understood, a request was addressed, under date 26th Novem- 
ber, to the mavaging Directors, for informaticn on the 
constitution of the Bank, the number of its Shareholders, the 
amount of its capital, the quantity of notes issued, and the 
Bullion in reserve. Reply, of which the document marked Z 
ig a translation, was received, and although somewhat 
indefinite, yet it may be considered satisfactory to have 
established something of a basis of communication. In 
acknowledging this letter, occasion was taken to requesta 
copy, when issued, of the Rules or Constitution of the Dai ni 
Kokurin Ginko, and to urge on the Directors the desirability 
of publishing periodical statements of the position of the 
Bank. 

As already intimated, the weekly Telegram has been, since 
the Ist July, considerably enlarged by the addition of some 
important items, in accordance with the recommendations of a 
special Committee. 

It had been estimated that when the above enlargement was 
made, an extra subscriptson of $30 would be required. The 
messaye has been shorter than was anticipated, (the average 
having been 16 words), and the cost has not exceeded about 
$1,000 for the six months. This perhaps mainly arises from 
the small opportunity there has been to give fresh quotations 
from week to week for many of the classes of Silk :—still the 
$30 is evidently barely sufficient for its continuance. 


It had been expected that ere this the Revision of the Treaties 
would have been accomplished, and although no progress in 
this direction has yet been announced, it is satisfactory to be 
able to say that some important points urged by the Chamber 
in its special report, have been conceded in advance. In July 
last, the restrictions on the export of Rice and Corn were 
removed, subject to two months’ notice of re-impost ; and in 
November a supplementary Notification added Flour made 
from the above, to the free list. The exportation of Saltpetre 
is also permitted subject to a five per cent duty. 

A considerable trade in grain quickly sprang up, and with 
scarcely an exception every vessel arriving in Japan has 
secured a good return freight, and so also many steamers. Thus 
while the agricultural resources of the country are realized, and 
a stimulus given to agricultural activity, foreign shipowners 
have now a fair inducement to send their vessels to Japan. It 
is to be remarked, however, that owing to the distance the 
producer has often to send his grain fur sale, a very heavy 
portion of the value of his produce is lost, which might often 
be saved to him were the coasting-trade open to foreign 
bottoms. 

No official intimation has yet been given as to what has 
delayed the work of the Revision of the Treaties, but it is to 
be feared that the Japanese Government has met the Foreign 
Representatives in a spirit so far from liberal, that at the 
very outset anything like agreement has seemed impossible. 
If this be so, there is cause for much disappointment, especially 
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after all the desire shewn by Japan tw be no longer behind 


‘Western nations, and after all that Japanese and Japanese] jinish that the 


statesmen have seen of the freedom of travel in other 
countries. 

Turning to some other points which occupied the attention 
of the Chamber in connection with the expected Revision of 
the Treaties, it is disappointing to have to remark in relation 
to the Custom House that some of the vexatious and unseemly 
exactions before complained of, as for example, in connection 
with trivial errors in Manifests, are still maintained, and there 
is moreover, still a regrettable disposition to make and to in- 
terpret Regulations in an arbritrary and one-sided manner. 

t is a matter of regret too, that the accommodation at the 
Landing Sheds has not been improved, nor have any steps been 
taken towards facilitating the discharge of vessels and the land- 
ing of cargo. 

e position of those Foreigners who have to seek redress 
against native defaulters is as unsatisfactory as ever. 

The Customs Returns.—The Chamber is not yet in possession 
i complete Returns for the year, but hopes shortly to receive 

em. 

An attempt is being made by the Committee to tabulate un- 
der the names of each vessel, the daily returns of Imports and 
Exports. If the experiment proves successful, it is believed 
that it will provide information of great value in various ways; 
and that thus statistics of quantities and values of many arti- 
cles, the sum of which is considerable, but of which hitherto no 
returns of the kind have been obtainable, will be at hand and 
available at once. The Chamber has to thank the Commis- 
sioner of Customs for his courtesy in placing these daily re- 
turns at its disposal. 

A young native has been experimentally engaged as Inter- 
preter and Banto, with a view of facilitating the acquisition of 
information upon matters-daily occurring in the native com- 
mercial community, and to aid in such business as that above- 
named in connection with the Custom House. 

The sale of the Market Report has been rather more than 
that of last year, but of late shows some falling off ; probably 
partly traceable to the unremunerative state of trade. 

One more subject, and that of a painful character remains to 
be noticed. The Chamber lost in September last, its respected 
Chairman, Mr. Marshall. His warm interest and his valuable 
services had been given to the Chamber for long. and his death 
is felt as a general calamity. 

A. J. WILKIN, 


Chairman. 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE OF 
THE YOKOHAMA GENERAL CHAMBER OF COM- 
MERCE, FOR THE YEAR 1873. 

RECEIPTS 

Balance from last account 

Subscription for 1873, 56 members at $50 

1 member at $20 .. 

Circulars sold to 3lst December, 37,961 at 10 cents 

Reports, statistics of trade, Ke ; 

Interest on $1,060 deposited with OBC. for 12 

months ut 6 per cent. . : 

Extra “aa ati for "telegrams, “62 members at 


$1,457,507 
2,800.00 
25.00 
3,796.10 
121.90 


63.60 





$15 is 780.00 
$9,044.17 
DEPENDEN —_-——— 
Cash at t fixed deposit in Oriental Bank $1,000.00 
Interest on saine to 31st December 42.00 
Balance cash in hand 282.47 
$1,324.55 
Examin nee ane ee ae srd February, 1874. 
os. JACKSON, . 
W. D. HENDERSON, $ Auditors, 
EXPENDITURE. 
Rent for 12 months .. 5 $ 840.00 
Secretary’s salary for 12 months ~ .. 2,400.00 
Cost of Printing Circulars .. 1,672.74 
General printing, advertising und subscriptions t to 
local papers is e . , 077.48 
Furniture and Stationery , 24.60 
Office Boy’s wages, Postages and Sundries 202.04 
Shipping Reports and Shroffage 292.82 
Amount expended on Telegrains 1,641.06 
H. 8. King & Co., books, &c. 40.46 
Premium of Insurance on Furniture for 12 months 
on $1,500 45.00 
P. & O. Company, Gunpowd der, &., for time gun, 25.50 
Balance 1,282.47 





89,044.17 
E. & O. E. 
Yokohama, Ist January, 1874. ; 


J. DARE, 


Secretary. 


Google 


WEEKLY MAIL. 


— — + ce 


107 


It was simoved: by Mr. Milsom and seconded by Mr. Mel- 
same be adopted and that they be published 
in the usual manner. The motion was carried. 

The following new members were then proposed— 

The “ Banco Asiatico” :— 

By the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation. 
Seconded by Messrs. Farfara and Grenct. 

Messrs. E. Fischer & Co.:— 

By the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation. 
Seconded by Messrs. Gilman & Co. 

The meeting then proceeded to the choice of office-bearers 
for the ensuing year, which resulted in the election ih the 
following gentlemen :— 

Mr. Wilkin, Chairman. 

Mr. Winstanley, vice-Chairman. 

Messrs. Bisset, Brent, Dodds, Evers, Melbuish, Pis- 
torius and Sichel as members of Committee. 

The latter gentleman, however, pleaded his inability to de- 
vote the necessary time to the duties of the office, and Mr. 
Barlow was declared elected in his room. 

The Chairman then addressed the Meeting upon the sub- 
ject of telegrams. Several of the members of the Chamber 
had written to announce that they were not prepared to 
continue their extra subscriptions to the telegrams. Their 
liability under this head was limited under Rule No. 4 of the 
Chamber’s Regulations to $30 per annum in excess of their 
ordinary subscriptions. He failed to see how he could possi- 
bly meet their wishes. The rule was clear and peremptory : 
Either they must acquiesce in that which was binding upon 
all the members or, inuch as he would regret the necessity of 
such a step, must cease to be members of the Chamber. 

In reply to Mr. Winstanley the Chairman said that it was 
estimated that the sum of $30 would be requisite to defray 
the cost of the enlarged scheme of telegraphic infor mation. 

The Chairman remarked, in continuation, that he bad no 
doubt the members effected a considerable annual sav- 
ing by the present system of telegrams. He had been at the 
pains of comparing the information conveyed by wire with 
the extended market intelligence which the mail subsequent- 
ly placed him in possession of, and he was struck with its 
general exactness and accuracy of detail. No reply had been 
sent to the Jetters in’ question, though in some cases refusal 
to pay the extra sum was intimated as long since as July. 

Mr. Sichel asked what courge it was proposed to adopt in 
reference to those members who declined to participate in 
the expense of procuring cnlarged market information. He 
thought it unfair that they should continue to profit by the 


‘expenditure which their fellow-merchants did not grudge, 


and suggested that if they did not acquiesce in the general 
plan adopted by the Chamber in view of this subject they 
should be called upon to resign their Memberships. 


Mr. Dodds then proposed :—“ That in view of the Financial 
Statement laid before the meeting, the full amount of the 
cost of telegrams be called up at once, and that it be notified 
to members refusing to pay such subscriptions that they have 
ceased to be members, and that their subscription of $50 
will be refunded to them.” 


Mr. Sichel seconded the motion which was carried unani- 
mously. 

The Secretary read a letter from the Secretary of the Hio- 
go and Osaka General Chamber of Commerce, enguiring if it 
would be possible to effect an arrangement mutually advan- 
tageous for the exchange of the market intelligence of the 
two ports. ‘The information required would embrace quota- 
tions of staple articles of export and import, rates of exchange, 
and possibly other matters of importance to merchants. He 
pointed out that the only difficulty would be in obtaining 
accurate information to allow of the proper compilation 
of the reports. 

| Mr. Winstauley reminded the mecting that they had for- 
| merly entertained proposals from the same quarter, and that 


— | the Wiogo Chamber had subsequently withdrawn from the 


arrangement concluded. He thought the proposal should be 
declined. 
The Chairman observed that the letter referred only to the 
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matters of interest as between the two ports. On the former 
occasion they were joined in an arrangement to procure tele- 
grams from England. 


Mr. Winstanley then moved :—“ That the trade between 
the ports of Yokohama and Kobe is not of sufficient import- 
ance to warrant the increase of expenditure on the part of 
this Chamber on local telegrams.” 

This was seconded by Mr. Milsom, and upon being put to 
the Meeting was carried. 


Mr. J. M. Jaquemot then addressed the Meeting. This 
was, he said, the first opportunity afforded to them of discus- 
sing the subject of their recent negotiations with the Kiito 
Aratame Kuaisha since the month of October last. The sub- 
ject was one upon which he had felt and continued to feel 
very strongly. He could not but think that it was incumbent 
upon their Chamber to offer their most cordial 
thanks to the various Ministers Representative of For- 
eign Powers for the warmth with which they adopted 
the cause of their nationalities and the pressure they had 
exercised to bring about a decision from the Government 
adverse to the Guilds. They had, one and all, addressed 
themselves to the question with great earnestness and zeal, 
and he felt certain that the tender of a vote of thanks from 
their body would afford the Ministers gratifying evidence of 
the appreciation their efforts in the cause of their people had 
met with. He would take this opportunity of thanking the 
Chairman of their body, Mr. Wilkin, for his untiring exer- 
tions in the same cause, and felt satisfied that to his energy 
and intelligence the success of their representations in pro- 
curing an alleviation of their grievances was in no small de- 
gree attributable. His personal thanks were due to the 
Chairman, and he thought the Chamber of Commerce owed 
him their best acknowledgements. 


He would mention that it had been intimated to him, (and 
he had his information from a reliable-source) that the opera- 
tions of the Kuaisha as regards the inspection of silk would 
soon be brought toaconclusion. It was in contemplation to 
establish a Conditioning House, a most valuable auxiliary to 
silk buyers. He had received intelligence from Europe that 
the loss by desiccation of the silk was very considerable, and 
this had fully borne out the anticipations he had been induced 
to form. 

He would in conclusion propose the following resolution :— 
“That thethanks of this meeting are dueand are hereby tender- 
ed to Sir H. 8. Parkes, K.C.B.,H.B.M.’s Minister in Japan and 
to the Ministers Representative of other Treaty Powers for 
their valuable assistance at all times, and more especially 
for that which they had rendered in settling the differences 
which had arisen with the Kiito Aratame Kunisha.” 

Some discussion arose as to the desirablity of naming Sir 
H. Parkes specially, in the course of which it was stated that 
all correspondence of the Chamber with the Foreign Ministers 
had been conducted through him. The motion in its present 
form having been read to the Meeting it was 

Seconded by Mr. Sitwell and carried. 


The Chairman announced that the business before 
the Meeting had now been brought to a termina- 
tion. Before they separated, however, he desired to 
address afew observations tothem. The willingness eviden- 
ced by their various Ministers to lend their assistance 
to the redressal of the grievances which affected trade in 
this country would give them an opportunity of pressing 
several important matters upon the attention of the Japan- 
ese at the juncture of the approaching revision of the Treaties. 
First among these was the disability at present attach- 
ing to free travel, whether for purposes of business or 
pleasure, in the Interior. A reconsideration of the rules 
upon this subject should be very strongly urged and 
greater liherty demanded. Next, they lad the question 
of landing goods and discharging ships to consider. Owing 
to the absence of proper facilities from wharf accomodation 
at present ships experienced the most improper delay, a cir- 
cumstance which acted prejudicially upon the interests of the 
port. Asan illustration of these difficulties he would call 
attention to the case of the Fiery Cross which arrived here 
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before Christmas and had not yet accomplished the dis- 
charge of her cargo. He trusted that the members would 
work harmoniously together for their common benetit and 
felt sure that by this means the good of the mercantile 
community would be largely promoted. 


In reply to an enquiry from Mr. Winstanley, the Chairman 
stuted that there was much difficulty in obtaining good New 
York tea advices. He trusted, however, that some of the 
American Merchants would be able to aid the Chamber in 
their desire to obtain reliable intelligence. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman brought the proceedings 
to a close. | 








Lhaw Report. 








IN CHAMBERS. 

Refure N. J. Hanne, Esq., Acting Ass:etant Judge 
January 31, 18714. 
KENT v. WELCH. 


The plaintiff sued the defendant in the sum of $75. 

Defendant pleaded inability to psy, and also that he had contra 
accounts against plaintiff. These the latter disputed. In the 
course of the hearing of the cuse, the plaintif usserted that some 
of the accounts had been charged against him inthe suit Kent ¢ 
Vernede, but that he ws willing to pay all claims justly due. De- 
fendant having stated that he posscseed twenty shares in the Ger- 
man Ifotel, and had his passazo and that of his family to England 
arranged for, was ordered to pay the full amount due within a week. 





IN THE UNITED STATES CONSULAR COURT. 
Before Gro. N. Mitcnent, Eeq., Fice- Consul. 
Monday, February 2nd, 1874. 
Charles Delmar, seaman of tho Ashkuelot, was charzed with being 
drunk and incapuble. He pleaded guilty ; first offence. 
Fined $3, or 10 days imprisonment. 





IN H. B. M.’s PROVINCIAL COURT. 
Befow N. J. Hanxnen, Kaq., Acting Assistant Judge. 
Wednesday, February Ath, 1874. 

Patrick Tracy, sentenced to 3 weeks imprisonment, on 14th ‘ulto., 
and required to find security for future good behaviour, having fail- 
ed to do so, was agnin brought up this morning, and remanded to 
prison to await the arrival of warrant of deportation hence. 


a 


UNITED STATES CONSULAR COURT. 
Before Gro. N. MitcHeiy, Esq, Acting Consu!. 
February 4th, 1874. 
Argus Bowell, seaman on board the Saco, was this morning 
harged with being drunk and incapable. Second offence. 
Fined $6, or twenty days’ in jail. 





HW. B. M.’s PROVINCIAL COURT. 
Before N. J. HANNEN, Esq., Acting Assistant Judge. 
February 6, 1874. 

Kornelius Poll sucd James Carey in the sum of $99 99, money 
ri defendant admitted the claim, and expressed his willingness 
to pay it. Dwing to his hnving been wrecked onthe Ariel, how- 
aver, lic had lost all he possessed, and asked for time. He hada 


counter-claim against plaintiff of $10, for two months’ rent. 
Judgment for the amount, without costs. 





M. Connor, R.M., was this morning charged with being druvk, 
assaulting Japunese police, and destroying property. 

Vrisoner pleaded not guilty. 

From the evidence of the prosecutor, a Japanese, and the Japanese 
police, it appeared (hat the prisoner had entered a native house on 
the Bluff, destroyed a hibatchi, and refused to leave when entreated 
todoso. Hehad further struck the police sent for to apprehend 
him. 

His Honor, considering the case proved againet the prisoner, 
inflicted a fine of $3, or three days’ imprisonment; $1 also to be 


paid for the damage dove, or an additional day’s imprisonment. 
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CAMP NOTES.*® 
( Spectator.) 

Most of Mr. Boyle's Camp Notes liave already been published in 
Chamber's Jourxa'—a fact which ought to have been stated in the 
preface or on thie title-page of this volume—but they are very wel- 
come in their collective form, and potent to charm the iningination 
far away from actunl surrcundings to the forest, the jungle, the 
savannuh, the company of wild-wood creatures, anil of the men, 
wilder and deodlier still, of the Central and Southern American 
continent. This isa picturesque book, full of the incefinable, and 
yet keenly enjoyable humour which Mr. Boyle describes as the out- 
come of American free selection from the phenomena of the universe, 
as garnish and illustration for the American's talk. It is not only 
a new world of adventure and exploration that las been acquired of 
late years, but a new language in which to relate its wonders, n 
language full of force and fun, dry, quaint, occasionally shocking, 
but eo piquant and characteristic that it tonches the fancy as no- 
thing else can. Beasley, the big Missourian, tells anake stories b-- 
sides acamp-fire on the Mosquito sliore, of the mo-t delightfully 
blood-curdling description, interspersed with bits of description and 
casual remarks which make one laugh suddenly out loud, as Enro- 
pean remarks have long lost tle powcr of making one Jaugh. And 
then comes Frazar, of Greytown, with his contribution, which he 
premises “ain't quite 60 scurin’ as Pike County's, but pretty risin’ 
to the system,” and it is a story of how he was lost in the kingdom 
of Rajah Brooke, while wandering along the foot of the mountain 
with “a kind of mad equatter, who was jgrowing a big thing in 
cocoa-nuts and consiquint dung! cctles,” and a boatman, “a goo 
sort, named S’ Ali, one of them wild Sulumen who live on general 
plunder, aad thrive in face o’ the Ten Commandments ;"’ and how 
the boatman was fascinated by a python, and became “amok.” The 
story is a horrid one, though most ludicrous; but here is the picture 
that precedes it, onc of scor s which bring the great forests before 
us :— 











“We were troveliing through ‘Campong’ jungle, ae they call it 
there, old, clear wood, where ain't much game, nor aught el-e but 
treetrunks. They're powerful pretty, as you say, Boaaly. these 
woods of Mosquito and San Juan, they.re right down gay and happy, 
looking, with their flowers an’ painted birds. and butterflies an- 
living creturs Kut there’s a something about them Ensterny forests 
that we can’t live aginst nohow. The trees there are bigger in girt 
an’ taller, and their great branches so shut ont the sun, that ‘twixt 
time an’ efarnity naught has ever lived beneath’em.  Tundreds of 
yards round, you may throw youreye down Jong dim narenues of 
tree-trunks, an’ not » Jeaf wor a green thing in sight, unless, maybe, 
a ruff of fern, or ulong trailing orchid. ora pile of monhey-cups 
growing side by side like teacups ona tray. Aman might go mad 
easy inthem *Camporge,’? IT should guess, T's richt down lonel 


to go through them bv yourself. and the Lord have care and mercy | 


on yer if yer Jose the trail, No cretir lives in them, neither bird, 
nor beast. nor reptile. There is never sound to be heard. The 
party goes silently along, Indian faeliion, like as a dim procession of 
ghosts winding among the trees. Just the crackling of a stick in 
the oozy black soil under-foot makes ono start out. It’s a right 
down solemn thing, I tell yer, boys, isa Campong forest of the 
Straits. ”’ 


Incidentally throughout these stories, which are genuine stories, 
however, not social essays in disguise, we get wonderful glimpses of 
the former state of socicty “down West,” and the exceedingly bad 
time the “Grcasers” or Creole population had. The first passage 
across Nicarngua to California, before tho Transit Company existed, 
is sketched inn few suggestive sentences. “It’s lively now, some- 
times,’’ says the narrator by tle camp fire, “butthe San Juan is 
like the river of the New Jerusalem beside of what it once was. Half 
the party was allure down in the horrors, and the other half was up 
in the same ; from one minute to another, a man could not eull his 
life his own ; every pistol was filed in the lock so that it nigh wont 
off by looking at it! The fighting was rig!.t-down free; wo lust three 
men between Greytown and Castillo.” “But,” asks Mr, Boyle, 
“wae there no attemptto keep order? The natives must have 
suffered badly in those wild times.” “The Greasers daren't say 
they were even higher-handed in the days before Walker. Besides, 
your high moral Queen of England undertook the police business of 


Fuan at that time, an’ a happy meas she made of it! There: * , : 
the San. " a cay pri .  aigethist the duvaders im thoiv puny citadel of Granida, was a great 
was ove policeman at Grestown to keep order among a thousand San, 
Francieco rowdies, and that lonely official was allurs down with | 


fever. The English seemed to think their etarnal Union Jack was a! 


warrant to discount the Millennium!” ‘Then comes a terrible story 
of how a man was lost ina juule, and found at Inst, within two 


* Camp Notes. By Frederick Boyle. London: Chapman and Hall, 
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hundred yards of the fort he had strayed from, after seventeen 
days. There are finely pathetic passages of a homely kind in this 
story, strange, minute bits of description of the forest wonders,— 
one in particular, of how a bright-eyed squirrel sat in a great fern, 
and looked lovingly at the starving map, then sprang away like a 
bird, and the man was ‘too weak even to curse "; and a grim touch 
eof renlism at the cnl—" The ants had cat off my finger-ends, an’ 
my enrs, an’ as to the flies. look here! A man might shudder at 
that, I think, eren though he were bred Jor acity lawyer and had 
married young. Itsayhastly thing to be eaten alive by insects, 
but never aman living was nearer to that end than L’—« ah!” 
said Frazer, ‘the Pumas 'd a finished you off ina kerslash if you’d 
been fit to eat.” 

In no book of travel within our recollection is there a finer 
description of an earthquake and its wide-sprrad horror than 
Frezor’s story of that buret of Cosequina’s in San Salvador 5 in 
1S30, when the voice of the mountain was heard after a thousand 
years’ silence, in sucha thunderous roar that bird and beast fell 
dead with the eound alone, and great cliffs pitched into the sea ; 
when the rour was licard two thousand miles arou'd, spreading 
fear and perplexity, and tie ashes fellina radius of four thousand 
fect, and at San Francisco lay two feet thick on the roof of the 
cathedral, The terror, and tho darkness, and the awful noise 





which struck all living creatures with dumbness, the wholesale . 


death, and far-spreading ruin, are all made terribly vivid, and then 

spoken, with tho quaint dash of drollery in them which is the chief 

characteristic of these ‘Camp Notes.’ Mr. Boyle has asked whether’ 
Cosequina has been quict since 1835 :— 

“Well, it’s behaved like a decent sort of powder-cask ever since. 
The fuse has been allurs burning and spitting, but it’s never bursted 
up euch; an’ yer sce, there’s a big consumption of power in such a 
blow as that I’ve been telling of, an’ I guess the old machine wants 
to recuperate a whic But us I take it, there ain’t one acre of these 
lands which ean be called right down safe against wind an’ weather, 
like old) Massoorah. Those lake shores, they say, have been still 
since the conquest,—that is, they aren’t had an earthquake above 
once n week on an average; but what’s the warning of them shnk.- 
ings nan’ terrors in| Grannda a month agone? Natur’ don’t mostly 
toss about this big airth just for sport an’ idlenese ; there’s a 
mening, AN” A renton, un’ a secret in cvery movement she makes. 
Fights earthquakes in twenty-four hours—there was all that on the 
Mth of January, 1865 -- aren't just sent to scare a pile of Nicaraguan 
Grensers Guess Natur’ dowt make much count of Greasers, no 
more than other big folks. Four corn harvests a year, mind yer 
an’ every other crop according, is a big promise ; sun and rain just 
when you want them Jooks etarnally like ‘ile.’ But there’s one 
thing we we thinka needful that one can’t discount in these lovely 
lnls—the seii’s as rich ns Indian territory in Sonora, the climate 
noman coull better, though he worked it by machine; but the 
earth itseit - the rocks, au" rivers, and mountains—who'll hold them 
still fur us litte folks to sweat on P” 


“Us Tihs folks!’ Phe phrase is the refrain of all these etories 
in which the grandeur, the variety, the majesty, the ancientness, the 
inexorable might of Nature are perpetually opposed to the littleness 
of man, to his brief span of life, and feeble powers, even in their 
utmost and most lawless development. A few of them are merely 
“rowdy,” such as “Indivs Bravos Prospecting” and “ Phil Death of 
Santa Marta,” and these, though both droll and dramatic, are not 
at all equal fo the others, in which the reader is brought into the 
jungle in many Jands, made acquainted with numerous types of 
savage life, introduced to charming animals of numerous kinds, en- 
chanted with the wonderful beauty, and awed by the hidder solem- 
nity of the great forests and the mighty rivers, made to go down 
into the windings of terrible Egy ptian excavations, among the count- 
less mummies of t':e crocojile gods; or to follow the trial of armed 
Indians, and the track of the American lion and tiger ; to assist at 
dark and mysterious orgies of Cbi-worship; and to trace, with 
breathless curiosity, the fortunes of a deadly swimming-race between 
a manand an alliguter which is one of the most terrible of these 
‘Camp Notes,” and is mnie one of the most ludicrous by che inter- 
polated interruptions. The chapter which will dwell longest in tle 
reader's memory is one in which he is invited to linger by the 
writer's side ina great earanvah of Central America, strewn with 


, : 'ruins ofa race extinct, hieroglyphs of a language dead, awful me- 
much now-a-days, 1 guess, when the miners are on the river, an’: 


moriale of a lost superstition, weapons and ornaments long since 
forgotten. ‘Lhe nuthor takes his seat upon a stone which, hundreds 
of years ago, when the warlike mountaincers of Chontales marched 
statue thintcen feet high. ° That broken cairn on which it lies was 
a stately pyramid, crowned with a dozen figures, and this the chief. 
These shattered tips never lacked their crimson emeur when the 
tribe nssembled to worehip; the chan of severed fingers often en- 
ercied this breast, on whiclr 1s traced an Malt se Cross.” Then he 
procecds to watch the life of the jungle through the hours of dreamy 
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eilence, of that “living, murmuring stillness only felt in American 
forests, less solemn, but infinitely more beautiful than those of the 
other tropic.” He draws a whole gallery of pictures, of which we 
can give but one :— 


‘Hotter and hotter, wave upon wave, the sultry beams poured 
down, and all living things sought refuge in the shade. ‘The forest- 
flies, Jarge as hhumble-bees, and venomous as scorpions. ceased to 
balance themselves in sunny crevices of the leaves, aud harassed me 
no more. The glossy bluckets swarmed no longer over my body, but 
thoughtfully stared me out of countenance from the shadow of a 
stick or leaf. ‘Lhe ugly spiders, vast, and yellow, and spiky, dread 
of all travellers and liacienderos, sank deeper and deeper in their 
holes slong the forest verge, until nauglit could be seen of them 
save their straining claws round the edge. Small flies alune, the 
bright-winged jewels of Mosquito, resisted the drowsiness of thie 
hour. They hung glittering in the sun-rays, they whizzed to and 
fro, they danced together in mid-air, buzzing and murmuring softly 
the while. So still was the forest, and dreamy and beautiful beyond 
al! utterance, that no glance upwards was needed to recognise that 
crisis of the tropic day, the hour between two and three in the 
afternoon.” 


Under the title of “Savages Ihave known,” Mr. Boyle gives us 
some powerful and picturesque sketches. The best, because the 
most horrid, is that of the greatest shikari of Sardinia, a monster in 
comparison with whom that pattern savage, Gasing, of Borneo, who 
wore his stomach fitted into a nickel-silver dishcover on state 
occasions, was quite a man for an afternoon tea-party. 





IS SPECULATION LEGITIMATE. 
(Economist. ) 


The recent case of the Secretary of the Great Eastern Steamship 
Company, who has been sentenced to ten years’ penal servitude for 
defrauding his company of the sum of £40,000, in order, it appears, 
to cover losses he had sustained on the Stock Exchange, has been 
made the occasion of some remarks on the extenagion of “gambling” 
on the Stock Exchange among the better classes of society. The re- 
marks are so indiscriminate as almost to imply a censure of all 
speculhtive Stock Exchange dealings whatever, and the suggestion 
has even been made that, to prevent speculation, sellers of stocks or 
shares should give numbers, so that there could be no general con- 
tracts to find stocks or shares for delivery, which isthe usual shape 
that selling assumes. The old question thus arises of the ‘ legiti- 
macy ” of Stock Exchange speculation, and perhaps it may be useful 
to remind people of some of the uzes of fair speculation, so that at- 
tention may be directed, not to the suppression of the thing itself, 
which would be practically impossible, but to the suppression of the 
ubuses. Prima facie, then, Stock Exchange speculation is no better 
or worse than the speculation which enters into all trade, and the 
uses of which few people deny. A corn merchant, say, buys wheat 
largely in expectation that the price will go up, and if he only con- 
tracts for future delivery, he may sell again without ever possessing 
the article dealt in at all, pocketing the difference between the price 
at which he bought and the price at which he suld as his profit on 
the speculation. Ora cotton merchant may do the like, as many of 
them, we should suy, have done lately, when cotton was made cheap 
by the forced sales from America. Such operations are certainly 
legitimate, and a Stock Exchange speculator who buys for the rise, 
ag it is called, ducs nothing more The opposite operation of sell- 
ing for a fall is not easily made intolligible to the public, but it is 
also more or less practised in all trades. In the coal trade, for in- 
stance, every contractor to supply coals for a period to come, at less 
thun the present ruling price, isa seller for the fall: Although the 
price for future delivery isless than the presont money price, the 
contractor hopes to buy the coals, of which he has made himself 
“short,” at astill lower price when the time for delivery comes 
ruund. A general contractor, whose contracts range over a lengthen- 
ed future period, will probably always be a speculator for the fall 
when the contracts are made during a period of inflated prices. To 
take another illustration. The dealers in Lombard street during the 
lust few weeks have all been engaged in a gigantic speculation for 
the fall in the hire of money. They have discounted the bills, that 
ia, they have so’d the hire of money, at one rate, in the hope that 
they my themselves rediscount the bills, or, in other ways, purchase 
the hire of money at still lower rates during the next few weeks. The 
legitimacy of such sp sculutions will not be denied, and, after all, an 
operator on the Stock Exchange who eells stock for future delivery, 
that is, who effects a present sale to be completed nt a future date, 
only dova the same thing The contract may or may not be a foolish 
one, but its propriety is prima facie as unc xeeptionable as that of 
ony other speculation. Lhe mechanism of the Stock Iixchange, by 
which transactions are settled fortnightly, and speculations continued 
frow uccount to account, is only a detail, which has its advantages 
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and disadvantages, but has nothing to do with the essence of the 
transactions. It may be urged, perhaps, that, in point of fact, there 
is a difference between speculations in securities and speculations in 
coal, cotton, or corn—that no goédd purpose can be served by specu: 
lating in securities as is done by speculating in such articles, or, say, 
in the hire of money. But various important uses of legitimate 
speculation in securities can be pointed out. Take, for instance, the 
great rise in the valuo of English rai'way shares extending from 
1868 to 1872. In 1867 and 1868 railway shares were much depress - 
ed. Holders who required to realise could hardly do so in con- 
sequence of the prevailing discredit. Fortunately for them there 
was o speculative opinion in favour of a recovery in the value of the 
property, and the price wus kept up in the difficult time by all 
kinds of speculative purchases with borrowed money. An excessive 
and continued deprecintion of price was thus prevented, and the 
speculative purchases being continued, holders bad all the benefit 
of a speculatively enhanced price until the c!imax of prosperity was 
reached at the beginning of 1872. At that date the speculative 
opinion veered round. Speculators sold for the fall, and became 
borrowers of stock to complete their transactions instead of borrow” 
ers of money, thus equalising the price at the opposite point of 
exaltation as they had dune at the earlier point of depression. 
Within the lust few weeks there is some appearance that speculators 
have been once more reversing their operations, and have been buy. 
ing with borrowed mouey in the midst of a disturbed money market, 
taking all the risks of disturbance in the hope of future gain. The 
general profit to the public of these an | similar operations in securi- 
tics is first a comparatively stendy price, for the fluctuations iu good 
securities as a rule are so small as to be hardly perceptible compared 
with the fluctuations in other articles ; and next a large and power- 
fully-organised market where thousands upon thousands of stock 
muy be bought or sold ina few minutes. Funds may thus be in- 
vested temporarily in securities with almost as much certainty of 
returning the exact cnpital as if they were placed on deposit, and 
with equal facility of being drawn out when required. Reserve 
funds against emergencies may al-o be kept in the same way, and a 
special advantage in realising the property of deceased people for 
distribution is also presented, os all who compare the difficulty, de- 
lay, and apparent loss in realising lands, houses, ships, and other 
property will understand. All these advantuges of Stock Exchange 
securitics tho public owo to the organisation of Stock Exchange 
speculation, which has thus its legitimate uses, That gambling pre- 
vails, that people speculate who live no business to speculate at all 
—some unfortunatea, we observe, writing to the newspapers to com- 
plain of their brokers not advising them correctly which way to 
speculate,—that others, who know something of whut they are 
doing and have a goud judgment of the causes affecting the value of 
securities. make the mistake of speculating rashly and greatly beyond 
their means, that are there brokers and dealers in the Stock Exchange 
who encourage malpractices, these als: are statements which are un- 
fortunately true; but the dealings in securities, including specula- 
tive dealings, are not therefore to be condemned ta foto, unless the 
speculative clement in morcantile transactions is itself to be con- 
demned. 


MESMERISM. 
(British Medical Journal.) 


WE had lately to discuss the evidences of the decadence of the 
noisy and pretentious form of medical superstition which was intro- 
duced by Ialinemann, and which is passing to its decay through the 
customary intermediate stage of a dying delusion—the stage of 
{raund. Anunalysis by M. Bvuuchereau, in the Revue Médicale, of 
M. Dechambre’s recent account of mesmerism, reminds us of a 
curious chapter in medical and paychological history, full of interest, 
and not without striking resemblances to the history of the Hahne- 
mannian delusion, which began with the doctrine of the universality 
of the itch, the potentiality of dilution, and the abnegation of com- 
mon sense, and is ending, as we have seen it, in diaguising the tatters 
ofa worn-out dogma with the turned and dyed robes of rational 
mediciny. 

Weare reminded by this article that meemerism presented itself 
in the world with the ambitious pretension of opening new paths to 
medicine and changing the known laws of physics, just ns honieo. 
pathy did. The dscovery made at first numerous disciples, and 
crented no small enthusiasm in all countries of the world before it 
fell into discredit. Jiscredited as mesmerism it has taken new 
leases of existence from time to time under various changes of form 
and title—aniwol wagnetism, somuambulisin, spiritualism, ‘Through 
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all the apparent dissimilarities, the affilinted idens may be traced, | which allowed the combustion to be observed through a sheet of 
and the community of views and tendencies. mica, the burning diamond was seen to be surrounded by a white 

The bio:raphy of the initintor of the system presents few features =a Wa ea al sly worsisiag elves Pa ves 
of iaterest. Born at Meraburg. in Swabia, on the 29th of May, 1738, when so reduced as to be visible with difficulty. Impure specimens 
Mesmer terminated his long career at the same town in 1816. In snapped and flew. The effect of heat on colored diamonds is more 
him, mysticism was allied to the love of money. Not only from the | Pronounced, with the exception, perhaps, of gray and yellow gems, 
vulgar herd, but from his most earnest disciples, Mesmer suceceded 


which appear to resist such action, the same as the colorless ones, 
; ite .._|Green diamonds are variously atfected. One of a dirty green tint 
in extracting considerable sums. He maintained that there exists 
“a natural influence between the celeatin! bodi-s, the earth, and 


was ch inged to pale yellow, with slight increase of its transparency 5 
animated bodies; that this influence has as its agent s fluid univer. 


but its brightness remained the sume. Another, so green as to be 
almost black, likewise retained its orillianey, but Sained in clearness, 
sally diffused and of incompa:able susceptibility, apt to receive, to 
propagate, to communicate all the impressions of motion; that, 


while its color was changed to violet. A light green gem lost its 
color entirely, but was otherwise unaffected. Brown diamonds lost 
thanks to this fluid, which he can manage as he wills, the physician 
will be enlightened on the use of medicines ; ho will perfect new 


most of their color, showing under the niicroscope a limpid field, 
scattered with black si A diamond almost colorless assumed, 

actions, and will excite and direct salutary crises in such » manner 

as to become master of them.” 


under the influence of heat (out of contact with air), a deep rose 
To explain the source of animal inagnetisin there have been 


color, which it retained some time when kept in the dark. In the 
light ite color faded, but always returned ugain with heating. A 
plenty of theories. The existence has been declared of a fluid 
detached from the universal fluid, an electric animal fluid, the vital 


naturally rose-colored diamond reversed the phenomena, losing ite 
hue with heating, and afterwad gradually regaining tt.-—-Scientifio 
or nervous fluid, or simply the action of an in-lividual on an object 
external to himself; or, again, a magical operation, the intervention 


American. 
of spirits at the call of certain men of powerful will ; the momentary 


TS 
Sdipping Entelligence. 

@Xancipation of the spiritual principle of man, separated from the 

material principle by the magnetic sleep. 


ARRIVALS, 
Feb. 2, Delta, British steamer, erie 019, from Hongkong, 
The proceedings adopted in the practioa of magnetism have 
sensibly differed. Mesmer had his baquet; it was a circuler chest 


January 25th, Mails and General, to P. & O. Co 
Feb. 2, Tvelevan Family, British schooner, Sutton, 198, from Tai- 
g Co 
of oak wood, with a corer pierced by holes, and containing bottles 
disposed circularly in successive layers. The first range of bottles 


wanfoo, January 19th, Sugar, to Netherlands . 
Feb. 2, Ningpo, Britis barque, Burdiss, 888, from Nagasaki, 
was arranged with the necks to the centre and the bases to the 
circumference ; the second range in the opposite order. These 


January 26th, Coal, to E. C. Kirby & Co. 
Feb. 3, Forget Me Not, German barque, Rost, 281, from Takow, 
bottles, covered with and filled with water, lay apon a mixture of 
ground glass and iron filings. From the holes of the coverlid passed 


January 11th, Sugar, to Chinese. 
Feb. 8, Italy, British barque, Bosley, 285, from Takow, January 
iron stems, of which one extremity was plunged inthe fluid, and 
the other could be to the bodies of patients asa reservoir of force, 


21st, Sugar, to Smith, Baker & Co. 
Feb. 6, American steamer, Alaska, 4,011, Morse, from San Fran- 
according to Mesmer. If to this apparatus be added accessories to 
Strike the imagination: an apartment specially arranged; a group 


cisco, Mails and General, to P. M. S. S. Oo. 
Feb. 6, New York, American steamer, Farber, 2,119, from Hako- 
date, February 4th, General, to P. M. 8. 8. Co. 
DEPARTURES. 
Feb. 1, Georgina, British brig, Mitchell, 222, for Nagasaki, Bal- 
of vapourish women as subjects of the experiment; the phenomena 
observed, the sensations announced, and the extravagant scenes 
whch occurred. Others, to set the fluid in motion, employed rods 
of iron or glass, o tree, or, more simply, passes, a gesture, a look, 
@ single act of the will. 


last, despatched hy Hudson, Malcolm & (‘o. 
Feb. 2, Costa Rica, American steamer, Williams, 1,917, for Shange 
hai and Ports, Generul, despatched by P. M. 8. 8. Co. 
Feb. 3, Nil, French steamer, Samat, 1,008, for Hongkong, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. M. Co. 
Feb. 3, Corea, British ship, Carr, 581, for New York, Tea, dese 
The effects obtained consisted in yawning, pendiculation, hiccough, 
tears, sobs, itching, sensations of interior efluvia spreading through 
the whole being, convulsions. To all these phenomena, the contem- 
porary somnambulist added a sort of intimate communion with the 
magnetizer ; the loss of sensation, of movement, and of consciousness; 
the transposition of the senses ; the knowledge of diseases and their 


patched by Smith, Kaker & Co. 
Feb. 3, Wuléon, British barque, Shield, 481, for Hiogo, General, 
despatched by Wilkin & Robison. 
remedies ; prevision; entire forgetfulness, on waking, of that which 
had passed in and around him during the access of somnambulism. 
Magnetiem did not start complete from the imagination of Mesmer, 


PASSENGERS. 
Per British steamer Delto, from Hongkong.—Mr. and Mrs, 
The master had had predecessors; and his disciples, like those of 
Hehnemann, modified his doctrine in more than one point. The 


he, eee Mrs. Williams, Mrs. Titjean, Messrs. ngham, Ritchie, 
Ro 
magnetic theory does not rest on any scientific basis. It was easy 


eriques, Perpetua, and Goff. 

Per American steamer Costa Rica, for Hiogo.—Mrs. Titjean, Chas. 

Wiggins, J. D. Carroll, R. M. Greaves, Wm. Goodfellow, P. A. 

Ramee, 3 Japanese, and 43 in the steerage. For Nagasaki —F. 8. 

Jacobs, Mrs. Martin and 8 children. Bishop Petitjean, and 25 in the 

steerage. For Shanghai.—Miss Elizabeth Bernard. Mise Blanch 

Roslyn, Rev. H. Ambruster, H. P. Andrew, VY. M. Vickers, N. P, 
to prove this on the occasion when the system was brought before 
the learned societies to induce them to recognise its existence. Those 
proofs were afforded in the reports of the commissions of the Academy 
of Medicine and Acsdemy of Sciences of Paris. No magnetizer has 
ever been able to demonstrate that he possessed any action on 
certain persons, or that he communicated to them new faculties by 
magnetic processes. All the ex»eriments undertaken with this view 


Kingdon, and 7 in the steerage. 
Ver French steamer Nil, for ror ae ger Medan, .8. L. 
feiled. It sufficed, in order to ascertain the errors or trickery 
involved, to follow the ordinary rule of the experimental method 


Ginsburg, Lee Sing, Sooure St Mathilde, M. Pochge and wife, M. 
Pieonet, Mademoselle Theresa Négroté, and M. Golts. 
Per P. M.S. S. Alaska, from Sun Francisco: For Yokohama.— 
Miss EK. Eyre, Messrs W. |’. Richard«on, 8. Ichiene, F. Knoblauch, 
in the examinativn of all the known facts. M. Dechambre concludes 
on just grounds, therefore, that animal magnetism does not exist. 
That established, it cannot be denicd that some persons, especially 
susceptible women, when subject to the mancuvres of magnetizers, 























































T. Hogg, Captain Barnfather, 8. W. Jones, G. A. Wadley, Miss 
Anna Fredericks, Tamonisi Shisi, Y. Tanaki, Kenison Hatton, Yo- 
hachi Shebiyama, Reji Koe, Goro Megami, Skeichi Oyame, Juso 
Monita, Chihachi Saicho, Shinja Tokamo, Tanetano Yamas, in the 
Cabin, and 14 Japanese in the Steerage. For Shanghai.—Revd. 8. 
A. Davenport, Messrs. G. R. Hull, T. Hall, Jules naverder, CO. 
Roberts, PB. Hope, and 2 in the Steersge. For Hungkong.—1 
European and 589 Ohinese in the Steerage. 

Per American steamer New York from Hakodate.—Mrs. Eldridge 
and child, and 25 Japanese in the steorage. 








present or experience some peculiar phenomena. Who does not CARGOES. 

know what the imagination may produce in the absence of any agent P Per ie steamer Nil, for Hongkong :— etal 
It is enough to recall, in this relation, the history of the possessed ee te : 
of the Middle Ages, of the religieuses of Loridun, of the recent REPORTS. 


convulsionists of Morzines, of the modern spiritualists, or, again, 
certait morbid symptoms presented by those having insane 
hallucination. It is, indeed, perhups among the latter that, at the 
present date, the mesmeric doctrine makes its chief recruits, 


The British steamer Delta reports moderate weather until the 
last three days, since then rough and stormy. 

The British schooner Zvelevan Family, after leaving Formosa met 
with strong head wind and a heavy sea; afterwards moderate and fine 
until nearing the Japan coast and for the last three days experienced 
very stormy weather. 

The P. M. 8.8. Alaska reports heavy head winds during the 
entire passage, as the cause of the unusually long voyage, and that 
no accident has hap; ened. 

The American steamer New York reports fine clear weather, and 
@ smooth sea. Time on the puasage)49 hours 





Rucrnt EXPERIMENTS WITH I)raMonpDs.—lLleated in contact with 
air, diamonds were not only blackened, but reduccd in$ weight, 
showing positive combustion. In oxygen they burned with a vivid 
incandescence at a temperature ne adres heat., In crucible 


oogle 
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SHIPPING AT THE SOUTHERN PORTS. 


Tue following are the latest Arrivals and Departures at 


Nagasaki and Kobé. 
NAGASAKI SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 
To 17rn JANUARY. 


ABRIVALS.—Jan. 10th, Golden Age str.; 11th, 1. M. 8. Dwarf, 
12th, J. H. Jessen from Newcastle N.S.W.; 15th, New York str. ; 
17th, Pride of the Thames, from Shanghai. - 


DeprarTures.—Jan. 12th, Golden Age str.; 14th, Annie Muriel; 
Shanghai; 14th Lady Belmore, Shanghai; 151h Lackawanna U. 3. 
Corvette, Shanghai; Juno, Shanghai; Mew York, Furber, Yolo- 
hama. 


MEROHANT VESSELS IN Harnpovr.— Argus, Brit. str. from Hiogo; 
City of Niagara, Brit. schr. fron Chefoo ; J. 7. Jessen, Ger. bar. 
from Newcastle ; Pride of the Thames, Brit. bark. from Shanghai 


MEN-OF-wak IN Harnpour.—Aleout, Voronstt, If. 1. kh. M. D- 
boat ; Bogatyr, Shaffroff, H. I. R. M. Corv.; Dwarf, Bax H. B 
M.’s G.-boat ; Japanese, Ostolopoff, 1f. 1. R. M. Cory. ; Ringdove, 
Pitman, H. B. M.'s G.-buat. 





KOBE SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 
To 3lst January. 


ARBRIVALS.—Jan. 17th, New York, P.MSS. from Shanghai 4 
Nagasaki ; Jan. 22nd, draby Maid, Brit. ship, from Shanghai; Jan 
22nd, Golden Age, P. M.8. 8. from Shanghai; Jan. 23rd, Oregonian, 
P. M. S. 8. from Yokohama; Jan. 24th, Courier, Rus. str. from 
Yokohama ; Jan. 25th, Ringdove, H. B. M. &. from Nugasaki; Jan. 
27th, Sobol, Rus. g-bt. from Yokohama ; Jan. 30th, Atalanta, Ger. 
str. from Yokohama. 


DeEPaRTURES.—Jan. 17th, Willie, Br. sch. for Chefoo ; Jan 18th, 
New York, P.M.SS8. for Yokohama; Jan. 18th, Zohrab Br bar. for 
London ; Jan. 18th Belliqueuse Fr. 1.C. for Nuynanhi; Jan. 19th, 
Amaide, Ger. bur. for Hukodate ; Jan. 23rd, Golden Age, P M 8 
8. for Yokvhama ; Jan. 24th, Oregonian, PY. M.S 8 for Shanghai 
Jan. 25th, Courier, Rus. str. for Nagasaki. 


Mercuant VessErs In Harpovr.—Cheops. Brit. str Jan. 12th; 
Gaucho, Bris. bark Jan. 4th; Glenroy, Brit. str Jun 16th; Hawaii 
Brit. brig Nov. 24th; Minna, Ger. bar. Jan. 13th; Stornaway, 
Brit. ship, Jan. 4th; Windhover, Brit. ship, Dec. 21st; Aray 
Ma.d, British ship. in Ozaka Jan. 27th. 


MEN-oF-waR 1N Harpour.—Ringdove, Pitman, H. B. M.’s gun- 
boat; Sobo/, Sedesner, Rus. gunboat. 


THE “JAPAN MAIL.” 
Is PUBLISHED ON SATURDAY EVENING. 
The following are the Terms of Subscription to this Journal. 


The ‘‘Weexiy” Edition. Per annum, $24: Six months, 
$13: Threo months, $7. 


The “Japan Mat,” a Summary of the foregoing, is pub- 
lished for transmission by the American Mail Steamers to 
San Francisco. 


TerMs.—Per annum, $12; Six months, $7; Three months, $4. 
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NOTICE. 


WE have this day established a Branch of our Firm 

in Yokohama. Mr. ROBERT MORRISON 
BROWN is admitted a Partner in our Firm from this 
date. 


Hiogo, January 1, 1874. 








UR Firm now consists of Epwarp Fiscner, THo- 
mas Lepper, and Rospert Morrison Brown, 

Messrs. ROBERT W. IRWIN; S. KIRKLAND 

LOTHROP ; andJ. MACKRILL SMITH, are authoriz- 


ed to sign our Firm name in Japan. 


EDWARD FISCHER & Co. 
Yokohama, January 9, 1874. Im, 





METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


LATITUDE. 35° 25’ +1” North. 


’ 









































LONGITUDE. 139° 39’ 0” East. 


























| OBSERVATIONS TAKEN AT 9 A.M. LOCAL TIME, 
Hygrometer. Wind. | During past 24 hrs, 
F F | |. + ——— 
S S : 3 312 Z Srere | 
= =. S ts 8156 | 6 | 2 le s/> z = i =| 3 ja | "3 | 
7 oe SP SSsl BLE le los] = Se lovl a | a] = i glee 
ier te e lgsipleleleeled) & | BE Edi gl e|@ legals 
a a oe |e] | 2 > iS, |s° = ae jo) Sls Ss 8 N 
a | A Me A} | AQ Retr A | BR DO |A|A la BAO 
Saturday i Jan. 31 | 29.77 | 51.0) 42 5) 41.0) 39.2) .240 .882 N.W. | .04 | 10 46.0) 37.0) 41.5) .00| 3 
Sunday Feb. 1 | 30.06 | 53.0, 41.0) 36.0) 28.8} .155) .604N.N.W.! .22 0 | 49.5) 31.0) 40.2) .00 | 3.5 
Monday ae 2 | 30.03 | 50.5) 34.0) 32.0) 29.2) .158) .808 Calm. 00 7 | 44.5) 26.0) 35.2) .00)|- 1 
Tuesday ... | m 3 | 29.83 | 53.0) 38.0) 35.0; 30.7, .170 .742 NN. N.W. .05 O 40.6) 25.5) 33.0; .00| 1 
Wednesday ...| ,, + | 30.03 | 54.0 36.0) 32.5 27.3 .145 .684N. N.W.) 04 8 46.5, 31.0) 38.7, .00/| 1 
Thursday... be 5 | 29.96 | 48.5) 34.0] 31.0 26.9! .142) .727| N. W. 12 10 | 44.5 26.5] 35.5, .00 | 5.5 
Friday .se- seal i 5 6 | 29.77 | 46.0) 40.0) 37.0) 32.8) .186) .754) Calm. 00 | O ars 30.5 oon 00 | 1.5 
rates —_ | | SSeS | SS Ee) a ee ee ee ee 
Mean 29.92 | 50.9 37.9) 34.9) 30.7, .171) .743 07 5 | 45.3) 29.6| 37.4| .00| 2.4 
| ° 








| 








From observations at 9 a.m. daily, on the Bluff (100 feet above sea level), the mean reading of the barometer 


last month was 30.01 in.; the highest reading was 30.29 


in. on the 15th ; and the lowest 29.71 in. on the 2nd. 


The mean temperature of the air was 35.7 degree. 
The highest day temperature in the shade was 60.0 deg.; on the 14th, and the lowest night temperature 


20.5 deg. on the 28th ; 


The extreme range therefore in the month was 39.5 deg. 


The difference between the mean dew point and the air temperature was 7.0 deg. 


The mean degree of humidity of the air was .716 ; 


complete saturation being represented by 1. 


The general direction of the wind during the mouth was northerly. 


Rain and snow fell during the month to the amount 
in the gauge.) There were 22 days on whieh no rain 
registered on the morning of the 16th. 


Camp, Yokohama, February 6th, 1874, 


Digitized by Coc gle 


of 2.42 in., (the latter having been measured as melted 
or snow fell; the maximum fallin one day was .78 in. 


C. S. F. FAGAN,—Lieut., 
R. M.L.I. 


Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


YOKOHAMA, FEBRUARY 71a, 1874. 


[ The following intelligence is taken from our Mail Summary :— 

Since the publication of our last Mail Summary on the 23rd instant, we have had the following arrivals 
and departures of mails :— Arrivals ; Menzaleh, from Hongkong.on the 25th ultimo; Orissa, from Hongkong 
on the 26th ultimo; Delta, from Hongkong on the 2ud instant; Alaska, from San Francisco on the 6th 
instant. Departures; Orissa, for Hongkong on the 2&th ultimo; Nl, for Hongkong on the 3rd instant. 

The Flying Spur, from London (August 31st), arrived out on the 29th January with a general cargo. 

All branches of the import business are at this moment in a condition which affords cause for serious 
discontent, and the accumulation of large stocks on the one band and the continued weakness of demand from 
native quarters on the other would seem to forbid any possibility of recovery for at least some months to come. 
It is evident that a large number of home shippers of miscellaneous commodities hold exaggerated ideas of the 
consuming capability of the country, and the market is reported as choked with a variety of articles which only 
time or ruinously low prices can be expected to send into consumption. In all almost classes of goods there is a 
reported superabundance and an absence of any tendency to purchase on the part of the natives. 
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Cotton Piece Goods.—The business of the past fortnight has been characterised by a general slack- 
ness of demand, and this, combined with the unwillingness of the Japanese trade to effect speculative purchases 
in the present condition of the Cotton Goods market, maintains this branch of the import business in a languid 
and almost stagnant condition. The sales of Shirtings, since the compilation of the ‘last fortnightly returns on 
the 23rd ultimo, are reported at 15,500 pieces at rates which exhibit a decline and to which the present de- 
mand lends little hope of recovery. There have been some slight transactions on White Shirtings and an in- 
crease of business in 6 and 7 Ibs. T-Cloth. Turkey Reds have met with slightly better enquiry, although sales 
are unimportant, and a fair amount of Velvets have gone into consumption at about average rates. In no other 
branch of Cotton Goods is there any activity observable, and there is no article for which the faintest promise of 
sale is held out that is not held at this moment in supply utterly disproportionate to the present or probable de- 
mand. Our quotations are fairly representative of market rates. 

Woollen Fabrics.—These goods continue very much depressed and the demand for most descriptions 
is little more than nominal. There is a slight enquiry for Italian Cloth, and Sateens and plain Black Orleans, 
in the higher qualities only, share it. With every disposition to realize their very large stocks, which are amply 
sufficient to meet any demand that may arise for the forthcoming season, holders meet with no opportunities for 
effecting clearances. Intending shippers should restrict their consignments to the assortments only that may be 
demanded by the running off of such goods as may be in vogue. 

Iron and Metals.—During the closing fortnight the business in Nailrod iron has been somewhat 
weaker, and native dealers being well supplied, either by stocks in hand or through contracts already entered upon, 
the new transactions are few and unimportant. We hear, however, of a parcel of 50 tons havine changed 
hands at $4.80. A quantity of 40 tons Nailrod iron, sea damaged ex Vanguard, was disposed of at 
Public Auction and realised $4 per picul. Bar iron has undergone a further decline, and the heavy shipments 
which are now nearly dne are likely to affect prices to a sensible extent. In Hoop iron importers report an 
absence of business. Stocks of all iron may be reported at 11,000 piculs, 

Sugar.—The first of the new crop of Formosa consisting of 4,100 piculs in bags arrived by the Trelevan 
Family from Taiwanfoo on the 2nd instant, and found a ready sale at $4.60 On the following day the Italy 
with about 6,500 piculs in bags and Forget-Me-Not with 3,170 baskets came in which caused prices to fall 20 
cents per picul, oue-half of the Ztaly’s cargo having been sold at $4.40. In other kinds there is little doing and 


prices are unchanged. 














GOODS Pricks. GOODS. Priozs 
Cotton Piece Goods- 7 WOOLLENS.— Continued. 


G. E. Grey Shirtings:— 


7 lbs. $8} ycls. 89 in. per pce.| $2.17}$to $2.20 ditto (plain) ditto j $4.50 to 
Be ee 46 yy Ain, 265 nom. Alpacas 42 yde.8lin. ... 6.60 to 8.60 
Slbe.4to Sibs. 6 ditto in. ,, 255 to 2.86 Camlet Cords 30 yds. 81 in.... as 6.50 to 760 
9 lbs. ie, ae » 44in. 2.95 to - 8.10 Mousselines delaine, (plain) 80to81in pryd.| 0.16 to 0.19% 
G. EB. White Shirtings:— ditto (printed) re ” 0.36 to 0.83 
56 to 60 reed 40 yds. 36 in. nominal ,, 245 to 2.60 Cloth, Medium & Broad 54 in to 64in ,, neglected 
64to 72 ,, ditto... 9... on 9 2.70 to 285 ditto Union 64 in to 56 in ,, 0.856 to 0.90 
T. Cloth: —6 Ibs. ie ” ” 1.45 to 1.60 Blankets .- limited enquiry per Ib. 0.386 to 0.88 
Fy... see aia Be ” 1.75 to 1.82% 
Drills, ee ara ha ae " a90 4 =~ 
Handkerchiefs Asso-t ... per doz. 
Brocades & Spots wae) per pee.| nominal. Metals and Sundries. 
: ve Sos. yee - 
on an. 24 vde. 30 in. ” 1.65 to 1.75 Tron flat and round - o. perpel | 4236 to 5.40 
Turkey Reds 2+ yrs. 30 in. ... perlb.| 0.87$to 0.95 » nailrod ... nee cee oD 4.85 to 6.00 
Velvets (Black) 35 yds. 22in. per pee.| 8.00 to 9.00 » hoop .. nominal. 6.00 to 5.35 
Victoria Lawns 12 ye. 42 in. teal 8, tee 0.90 to 0.95 és sheet... eds CaekS. Jak 6.60 to 6.60 
Taffachelass single weft 12 yds 43 in,, 23.40 to 2.80 » Wire .. ears ore » 10.00 to 18.00 
ditto (double weft) ‘a 2.70 to 3.96 Lena PIZ oe a so ae 
ese ese eee e i} ) om Di 
Tin Plates... ... er box.| 8.70 
Cotton Yarns. 2 per | 
No. 16 to 24 ... per picul.| 39.00 to 40.50 Formosa ee eae eee pioul. ref rd rer 
4 BB tO BZ ve ve te ae » | $9.60 to 40.50 Ce ee " Sc wes 
» 38 to 42... small stock nom. __,, 45.00 to 47.00 do. N 4. 9 Chin g-pak 770 ri 8.00 
do. No.3 Ke-pak . 7.80 to 7.50 
Woollens & Woollen Mixtures. do. No. 4 Kook-fah a 6.80 to 7.10 
Camlets 8S 56 to 58 yds. 31 in Asstd. per pce} 17.50 to 18.00 do. No. 5 Kong-fuw * 6.10 to 6.60 
ditto Black... ... see oe ” 17.00 do. No.6 E- ‘i 5.40 to 6.70 
ditto Swarlet ...0 12 cee vee ‘i 18.60 to 19.60 Swatow,.. coc soo ses cee ss 8.70 to 38.80 
Lastings 80 yds. 81. i 18.00 to 1400 Daitoong . a, ote ia 8.75 to 4.10 
Lustres & Orleans (figured) ditto... ,, 9.00 to 550 SugarOandy... ... 00. eee ose ‘ 10.00 to 11.25 
Italian Cotton 30 yards 31 inches per yds.| 28.00 to 81.00 Raw Cotton‘ (Shanghai new) ... * 14.50 to 15.00 
Sateens (Cotton) ,, y - 15.00 to 17.50 Bigg: sid nie. eee once as - 2:80 


Go gle 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 











(Continued,) 


Silk.—Concessions on the part of sellers to the extent of about $20 for Hanks and $30 for Oshius have 
imparted some activity to the market. Settlements since the 23rd ultimo are 550 bales of Hanks and 250 of 
Oshius leaving an unsold stock of about 2300 bales. 


Hamatski and other Taysam sorts are scarce ; at the low rates now offered for them by exporters holders 
prefer selling them for native consumption. 


The latest telegrams advise some slight improvement in the demand at home and prices on this side close 
firm at the following quotations. 


Tea.—Business in Tea for closing week shews a little improvement in comparison with last week where 
not more than piculs 800 changed hands. In our present issue we can quote sales since Ist instant, to the amount 
of nearly piculs 1,500 ; this inercased activity is no doubt owing to the fact that holders are now more willing 
to make some concessions, and we consider that a decline of from $1.50 to $2 per picul may be considered as 
established on all classes. 


Arrivals continue very irregular, the evident aim of the native merchants being to pow any accumulation 
of stock in Yokohama and thus to support prices. 


We have no doubt now but that our export, without taking into account the probable total loss of the 
Tamerlane’s cargo, will this season equal, if not exceed, that of last year. Our export to date from Yokohama 
amounts roughly to some 10} million pounds, and it is probable before the Ist of June next our total export from 
Yokohama will reach 124 millions from which however the above stated cargo of the Tamerlane must be deducted. 


-~ 


EXPORTS. 


Dae ener LS a —— 
a ee oi ae = 


, " J,AID DOWN AND SOLDIN LaID DOWN AND SOLD 
GOODS. Puices. Lonpon. Ix. 6mos.at 4s. 4d.| 1x Lyons. Ex. at 6.48 @ 6 mos. 











Silk a per picul 











Maébashi Extra none. ...| $700.00 nominol. 26s. 10d. frs. 74 
rd} Best, = «=» +++] $850.00 to $680.00 __,, 25s. d. to 26s. ld. | fre. 69 to fre. 72 
neste aetai Good... --| $600.00 to $630.00 __,, 288. 38d. to 248. 4d. fre. 64 to frs. 67 
Shinshu ) yfedium ... —...)_ $570.00 to $590.00, 223, 2d. to 228. 10d. | fra. 61 to fre. 63 
_ Inferior ... .| $500.90 19s. 7d. fre. 64 
OsxHIv Extra =o aes be ..-| $670.00 ae 25s. 9d. frs. 71 
% Best oo. ss sews] $630.00 to $660.00, 24. 4d. to 258. 5d. | ‘fre. 67 to fre. 70 
is Good... iis sae .«-| $570.00 to $600.00 _,, 22s. 2d. fre. 61l to fre. 64 
# Medium... «» + ~— «| $540.00 to $560.00 _,, 21s. 1d. to 2ls. 9d. | fre. 58 to fre. 60 
Inferior ... ds as es 
HAMarsxr Inferior to Best .. bs .. | $450.00 to $470.00 __,, 17s. 10.1. to 18s. Ga. frs. 49 to fre. 61 
T eB ee on a nae ise _ ..| $18.00 to 22.00 ds 
Good Common ww aise via ..| 2800 to 26.00 _,, >} 
Medium eee eee oes see eee 29.00 to 32.00 ” | 
Good Medium __... ‘es ae ei 34.00 to 36.00 = 
Fine “ae a ste ae 38.00 to 42.00 ” \. 
Finest eee sis ss cat ..| 44.00 to 47.00 ‘3 | 
Choice eee sis ei ee ..| 60 and upwards. 
Choicest,;, ai bei a ...| nominal, J 
Sundries :— re bea hee .| $37.00 to 46.00 - 


Isinglass... ate aay is ...| $30.00 to 35.00 ” 
Sharks’ Fins as aon ses $22.00 to 52.00 oa 


| 
White Wak... ..! $18.00 to 15.00 2. 
Bees Do. aie ai ...| $12.00 to 13.00 56 
Cuttle fish ... iat oe esl None. 
Dried Shrimps __... aie si sic ” 
Seaweed, ... hag aa ak .. $1.50 to 350 es 
Gallnut ine ies ae Be Pe None. ns 


Tobacco .:. «use (teeel «$$ BO to 12.00, 


EXCHANGE AND BULLION. 


Exchange.—The business of the weck has been unimportant. Private Paper, to a small extent, has 
been done at 4/4, and Bank has heen settled as high as 4/32. 





Rates close as follows :— 
On Hongkong Bank Bills on demand pur. 


On London, Bank, 6 Months’ Sight..... 43. 32d. i as Private Bills 10 ds. sight 2 per cent discount. 
es » Bank Bills on demand ..,.. 4s. 23d. », San Francisco Bank Billsondemand 102} 
~ vo Credits......seccsscoeess = 4s. 4d. 30 days’ sight Private.... 104 
» Paris, Bank Bills... skverenceveus ae 5.44 » New York Bank Bille on demand... 102 
» Private . 6d 5.48 eee 8. Private....,.... 1033 
= *, Shanghai Bank Bille on demand...... 73% Gold Yen... sesessseseene OS per cont discount. 
» Private Bills 10 days sight 14 Kinsatz secrorcesccsccossssncccssvocccssecns SLL 
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NOTICE. 
CHARLES JOHN MELIIUISIL and Mr. 


R. 
M ALEXANDER WILLIAM GLENNIE, are 
this day admitted Partners in our Firm in Japan, which 
will be conducted as heretofore under the style of 
GILMAN & Co. 
J. 9. 





enemas aie: 1, 1874. Im. 


NOTICE. 


Rae BUSINESS of the undersigned is in Liquida- 
tion from this date. 





T. LENZ. 
Hiogo, January 1, 1874. 





R. T. LENZ has this day joined our Firm as a 
Partner. 


FABER & VOIGT. 
J. 8. 


Hiogo, January |, 1874. d.& we. 4ws. 





JOYCE'S SPORTING ‘AMMUNITION. 


ESTABLISH ED 


FREDERICK JOYCE & CO. 


NVITE the attention of Sportsmen to the following 
Ammunition of the best quality, now in general use 
throughout England India and the Colonies. 


Joyce’s Treble Waterproof Centrai Fire 
Percussion Caps, 
Chemically-prepared Cloth and Felt Gan Wadding, Car- 
tridge Cases of superior quality for Breech-loading Guns, 
Wire Cartridges for killing Game at long distances, 


1S20). 


And every Description of Sporting Ammunition. 
Sold by all Gunmakers aud Dealirs in Gunpowder. 


Frederick Joyce & Co., 


PaTENTEES AND \LANUFACTURERS, 


57, Upper Thames Street, London. 


Yokohama, __ Yokohama, February 4, 1873. ft. 


“BURGOYNE, BURBIDGES & Co, 


COLEMAN STREET, LONDON, 


EXPORT DRUCCISTS, 


ANUFA: TURERS of every ¢escription of CHE- 
MICAL, PHARMACEUTICAI., PHOTOGRA- 
PHI«', and other PREPARATIONS, OIL PRESSERS, 
DISTILLEKS Ol: ESSENTIAL OLLS, DEALERS in 
Patent Medicines, SURGICAL INSTRU MENTS aud 
Appliances, Glass Ware, Confectionery, Medical Books, 
and Shop Fittings, and every description of Druggists’ 
Sundries, Paints, Colours, Dyes, &c., &e 

Upon application, Messrs. CO URGOYNE, 
BURBIDGES & Co. will forward their Price Current, 
containing more than Twenty Thousand prices. 

Messrs. BURGOYNE, BURBIVDGES & Co. are} 
thoroughly conversant with the Japan Markets, and are 
prepared to receive commission orders for auy articles of | 
British Manufacture, and having made this an important 
branch of their business, they are eunbled to select the 
cheapest and best goods, securing the extremest discounts; 
they likewise receive consig mnments of produce. 


Yokohama ar ah, rae 
| »» Google 





52ins. 


WEEKLY MAIL. 
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___MISCEL CELLANEOUS. 


LAMPS “se . LAMPS 


FOR 


Kerosine—Petroleum—Paraffin. 


WRIGHT & BUTLER, 


MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS, 


BIRMINGHAM. 


HOTOGRAPIS and Books on application. Great- 

ly improved designs. American Burners if ‘esir- 

vd. (Chandeliers in great Variety. Patentees of the 
(elebrated 


“Kelipse.’—No Chimney Burner! 


All Orders must be sent through an English house, on 
accompanied by 60 days’ draft. 
Yokohama, March 4, 1873. 





12ms 


SHIRTS—ENGLISH MAKE. 


ALEXANDER GRANT & Co,, 
5, OAT LANE, WOOD STREET, LONDON, 


SHIRT MANUFACTURERS, 


Their well known makes supplied to the WHOLESALE and SHIPPING 
Trades ouly. Price Lists on Application. 

MANUFACTORY—LONDONDERRY. 

26ins. 


Yokohama, September 27, 1873, 


BETTS’S CAPSULE PATENTS. 





To prevent infringements, notice is hereby given, that 


Betts'’s Name is cn every Capsule he makes for the principal 
merchants in England and France, 


thus enabling vendor jurchaser, and consumer, not only to identify 
the genuincness of the Capsule, but likewise the contents of 
the vessel to which it is applied. 


The LORD CHANCELLOR, in his judgment, said that the 
capsules are not used merely for the purpose of ornament, 
but that they are serviceable in protecting the wine from 
injury, and insuring its genuineness. 


Manufactories :—1, Wharf-road, City-road, London, and 
Bordeaux, France. 


Yokohama, 6:h July, 1872. 


G iW 


Manufacture of the very best quality, 


ARTESIAN WELL-BORING TOOLS, ETC. 
BEALE'S PATENT GAS EXHAUSTERS AND BLOWERS. 
BOILERS OF ALL POWERS aND FORMS. 

GWYNNE'S PATENT CENTRIFUGAL PUMPS, ALL SIZES, 
PUMPING MACHINERY FOR DOCKS, CANALS. ETC. 
HYDRAULIC PRESSES, LIFTS, PUMPS AND RAMS. 
IRON BRIDGES, CAISSONS, HOUSES AND STORES, 
PUMPING ENG INEs, FOR SUPPLY UF TOWNS, FACTO- 


RIES, CANALS, ESTATES, ETC, 
ENGINES. PORTABLE AND FIXED, OF ALL POWERS, 
IRRIGATION PUMPS OF ALL SIZES AND FORMS. 
SHEEP WASHING MACHINERY, 
HORSE-CLIPPING MACHINES, 
TURBINE WATER WHEELS AND PUMPING MACHINES 
(GLRARD’S CELEBRATED PATENTS). 


12m. 


YNNE & coy, ENGINEERS, 
ESSEX ST. WORKS, STRAND, LONDON. 





This Machinery has had 20 Prize Medals at the Exhibitions of the 
first Cities and Countries in the World. 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES WITH 
FORWARDED ON RECEIPT OF I/- 
Yokohama, September 13, 1873, 


210 ENGRAVINGS 
IN STAMPS, 

oe 2dins, 
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NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, ENGLAND, 


Builders of all Classes of Iron Vessels up to the largest Dimensions. 
TUGS, BARGES, &c., 


July 18, 1873. 


KEATING’S COUGH LOZENGES, 


HIS UNIVERSAL REMEDY now stands the first in public 
favour and confidence: this result has been acquired by the 
test of 50 YE\RS’ EXPERIENCE. These Lozenges may be found on 
sale in every British Colony, and throughout India and China they 
have been highly esteemed wherever introduced. For COUGHS, 
ASTIJIMA, and all affections of the Throat and Chest, they are the 
most agreeable and eflicacious remedy. ‘They do not contain opium 
or any other deleterious drug, and may therefore be taken with 
perfect safety by the most delicate constitution. 
Sold in Bottles of various sizes. 


KEATING’S BON BONS OR WORM TABLETS 


PURELY VEGETABLE SWEETMEAT. both in appearance 

and taste, furnishing 2 most agreeable method of administering 

the only certain remedy for INTESTINAL on THREAD WORMS 

It is a perfectly safe aud mild preparation, and is especially adapted 

for children. Sold in Tins and Bottles of various sizes by all 

Chemists. 

CAUTION.— @@ The public are 
requested to observe that sll the above 
reparations bear the Trade Mark as 

erein shown. 


THOMAS KEATING, London 
EXPORT CHEMIST AND DRUGGIST. 


Indents for pure Drugs and Chemicals 
carefully executed. 
Yokohama, August 9, 1873. 


THE GREATEST WONDER OF MODERN 
TIMES! 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


P[HESE famous and unrivalled Pills act most powerfully, yet soothing- 
ly on the liver and stomach, giving tone energy, and vigour to 

these great main springs of life. Females of all ages will find them in 
all cases to be depended upon. Persons suffering from weak or debili- 
tated constitutions will discover that by the use of this wonderful me- 
dicine there is “ Health for all.” Blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills, 

Sir Samuel Baker, in his work entitled “‘The Nile Tributaries in Abys- 
sinia,” speaks of the Pills in the highest terms. 

Mr. J. T. Cooper, in his famous “‘fravels in China,” says that when 
money could not procure for him his necessary requirements, he could 
always get his wants supplied in exchange for “Ho loway’s Pills,” 


THE GREAT CURE ALL! 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT, 


Isa certiin remedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations of a 
kinds. It acts miraculous! y in healing ulcerations. curing skin diseases 
and in arresting and subduing all inflammations. Rubbed on the neck 
and chest, it exerts the most “beneficial influence over asthma, shortness 
of breath, sore throats, bronchitis, diptheria, coughs, and colds. In the 





“MARK, 


26 ins. 





cure of yout, rhetwatisin, glandular swellings, and stiff joints, it has no | 
In disorders of the kidneys the Ointment should be most | 


ual. 
effectually rubbed over the seat of those organs, 


THE “MOFUSSIL GUARDIAN,” 


Of August 3Ist, 172, states that a severe case of 
“dengue ” was cured in a few hours, 
Holloway's Ointment, 

These remedies are only prepared by the Proprietor, THOMAS 
HOLLOWAY, 583, Oxford Street, London. Beware of counterfeits that 
may emanate from the United states, 

okohama, September 27, 1873. 
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that dreadful plague 
by well rubbing the body with 
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IRON AND WOOD 


SHIPS REPAIRED, 


52 ins. 


CROSSE & BLACKWELL'S 
CELEBRATED OILMEN’S STORES 
ALL WARR/NTED OF SUPERIOR QUALITY. 


PICKLES. SAUCES, SYRUPS, 
JAMS, IN TINS AND JARS, 
ORANGE MARMALADE, TART FRUITS, DESSERT FRUITS 
PONCONS, LISBON APRICOTS AND PEACHES, 
MUSTARD, VINEGAR 
FRUITS IN BRANDY AND NOYEAU. 
LOTTED MEATS ANJ) FISH. 
FRESH SALMON, OYSTERS AND HERRINGS. 
KIPPERED SALMON AND HERRINGS. 
HERRINGS A LA SARDINE, 
PICKLED SALMON. 
YARMOUTH BLOATERS, 
BLACKWAi.L WUITEBAIT. 
hREsH AND FINDON HADDOCKS,. 
PURE SALAD OIL. 
SOUPS IN PINT AND QUART TINs, 
PRESERVED MEATS IN TINS, 
EAS, CARROTS, BEANS AND OTIIER VEGETABLES 
PRESERVED HAMS AND CHEESE, 
PRESERVED BACON. 
OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGES, 
BOLOGNA SAUSAGES. 
YORKSHIRE GAME PATES. 
YORKSHIRE PORK PATES. 
TONGUES, GAME, POULTRY. 
PLUM PUDDINGS. 
LEA AND PERRINS’” WORCESTERSIIIRE SAUCE. 


seen —s = 





Fresh supplies of the abore and numerous other table delicacies may 
always be had from every Storekeeper. 


CAUTION. 


Jars and Bottles should invariably be destroyed when empty, to 
prevent the fraud of refilling.them with native productions. 
Goods should always be examined upon delivery, to detect any 
attempt at substitution of urticles of inferior brands. 

Every Cork is branded with Crosse § Blackwell's name, 


CROSSE & BLACKWELL 


PURVEYORS TO THE QUEEN. 
SOrO SQUARE, LONDON. 





At the Paris Exlvbition of {§67, TITREE Prize Medals were award 
ed to CROSSE & BLACKWELL, for the marked superiority 
of their productions. 
Yohohama, May 27, 1872. 
Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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